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METHOD ISM 


EXAMINED and EXPOSED: 


2 oo — 


Ac rs xx. 28, 29, 30. , 


a nere 


Take heed unto yourſelves, and to all the 
Fleck, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you Overſeers, to feed the Church of 
God, which he hath purchaſed with his 
| own Blood. 
| For I know this, that after my departing, 
| ſhall grievous Wolves enter in among you, 
not ſparing the Flock.” 
| Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, 


ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away 
Diſciples after them. 


T Paul being now upon his Journey 
PI to Jeruſalem, from whence he was 
apprehenſive he ſhould never return, and 
his Time not permitting him to call at 
Epheſus, appointed the Elders of that 
A 2 Church 
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(4) 
Church to meet him at Miletus upon the 
Road, where, as he was about to transfer 
his ſacred and important Truſt to them, 
he left with them the Paſtoral Charge of 
which the Text is a Part. 

But though it was immediately and oc- 
caſionally directed to them, yet ſurely it 
concerns the Miniſters and Paſtors of all 
Chriſtian Churches whatſoever. 

We at leaſt, as many as have any Office 
or Adminiſtration in this of ours, as many 
more eſpecially as are intruſted with the 
Cure of Souls, may fitly apply them to 
ourſelves. For, to ſpeak with the 
Apoſtle in the Figure, long, very long, 
hath our Church been infeſted with thoſe 
grievous Wolves he dreaded, which tho 
no more than two, when they firſt entered 
in among us, (and they ſo young they 
might rather be called Wolflings) have 
yet been ſo prolific, as to ſpread their 
ravenous Kind through every Part of this 


Kingdom: where, what Havock they 
have made amongſt our Sheep, how many 
they have torn, and how many ſcattered, 
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how many fleeced, and how many fright- 
ed, I need not ſay. None can be ignorant, 
that they have made very great Devaſta- 

tion, and are {till prowling about our Folds, 
and watching every Opportunity, and em- 
ploying every Artifice for ſurpriſing and 
catching their Prey. Or, to follow 
my Text in the plain and ſimple Letter 


of it, Of our own ſelves have Men aroſe, 


ſpeaking perverſe things, tio draw away 


Diſciples after them. 


Applying therefore this Scripture to out 
national Church, I deſign 


Firſt, To give ſome Account of thoſe 


grievous Wolves which have entered in 
among us, or falſe Teachers who have aroſe 


from us ; who and what they are ; when 

it was they made their firſt Appearance ; 

and whence their Principles are derived. 
Secondly, To ſhew that they make uſe of 


thoſe Means of Seduction mentioned in 


the Text, ſpeaking perverſe things, &c. 
Thirdly, ' T ſhall conſider with what 


Force and Energy the Apoſtle's Caution 
to the Elders of the Church of Epheſrs, 


A'3 comes 
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comes home to the Clergy of the Church 
of England; Take heed therefore unto your- 
ſelves, and to all the Flock, &c. 

Firſt then, I am to give you ſome Ac» 
count of thoſe grievous Wolves, which have 
entered in among us, or falſe Teachers, who 
have aroſe from us ; who, and what they 
are; when it was they made their firit 
Appearance; and whence their principle 
are derived, 


It is about twenty-five Years ago, that 
two bold, though beardleſs Divines, or 
(to ſpeak in St. Pauls Language) Novices 
in Divinity, being lifted up with ſpiritual 
Pride, were preſumptuous enough, in the 
very Noviciate of their Miniſtry, to become 
Founders of the Sect called Metbodiſis; 
new in Name, but in Principles as old as 
many which were of the Produce of the 
three firſt Centuries, 

But now though I have dated its O- 
rigia only about twenty-five Years back- 
wards, yet it is proper to obſerve, that as 
thoſe Sects or Hereſies with which the 
Church was anciently infeſted: when 

ſeeming 
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ſeeming extinct in one Form, from Time 
to Time revived in another, fo hath it 
fared with Chic. And Methodiſtical Prin- 
ciples have, ever ſince the Reformation, 
been avowed and propagated, only under 
different Titles. Thus it was particularly 
OL the laſt Century, as the late Biſhop of 
London remarked in one of his * Paſtoral 
Letters. In which, ſpeaking of the Slan- 
ders thrown upon our Church and Cler- 
gy, by this very Se, he ſays, It is now a 
© hundred Years ſince the like Clamours 
© were raiſed and ſpread throughout the 
© Nation, againſt the eſtabliſhed Clergy, 
cas a Body lazy and inactive in the Work 
© of Religion, and whoſe Detects in 
© the Diſcharge of their Duty did great- 
© ly need to be ſupplied by itinerant 
© Preachers. And theſe Preachers, under 
the Notion of greater Zeal and Sanc- 
© tity, and by Pretences to more than or- 
© dinary Meaſures of the Spririt, drew af- 
© ter them confuſed Multitudes of the 
© lower Rank, and did all that was in 
* their Power to lay waſte the Bounds of 
A 4 Parochial 
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| * Parochial Communion, and to bring 
the eſtabliſhed Service into Diſgrace. 
| Theſe, doubtleſs, though not nominally, 
| were really Methodiſts. 
| It is alſo neceſſary to be obſerved, that 

| | henceforth whenever I ſpeak of Methodiſts, 

I mean not only the Perſons who at firſt 
aſſumed, or went under that Denomina- 

tion, but alſo others, who, though per- 
haps not agreeing with them in all their 
Notions, (for fuch an Agreement doth not 
ſubſiſt even among themſelves) yet accord 

with them ſo far as to have defervedly 

| acquired their Name and Character; eſ- 
pecially the Hutchinſonians, who ſeem, 

28 both by their Preaching and Practices, to 

IJ be incorporated with them ; vending the 

| fame Sort of Wares in the Church, which 

the others do in the Tabernacle, and ufing 

the ſame Methods of ſubverting, if pof- 
fable, our eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment. 

f If the Methodiſts are confidered in this 
Light, it may be ſaid of them as it was of 

the firſt Anabapriſts, who ſtarted up about 

two hundred and twenty-four Years ago, 

| that 
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that all ancient Hereſies have in a Manner 
concentered in zhem ; or at leaſt that they 
have borrowed ſomething from almoſt 
every one of them. 
For the putting this Matter beyond all 
doubt, a Review of the Principles of a few 
of thoſe early Heretics may be proper and 
neceflary. In which paſſing over ſuch 
of their fooliſh and impious Doctrines 
as concern not my preſent Purpoſe, I ſhall 
take notice of ſuch only as bear ſome Si- 
militude to thoſe of the Methodiſts. 

The Simonians (of whoſe diabolical Au- 
thor we have an Account in the * 4#s of 
the Apoſtles) were the firſt Se that vex- 
ed and diſturbed the Peace, and corrupt- 
ed the Purity of the Chriſtian Church. 
They taught their People, that to preſs 
the Neceſſity of good Works, was incon- 
ſiſtent with the Goſpel Liberty, and that 
believing the Sorcerer Simon, and his 
wicked Aſſociate Helen, they might be 
faved by Grace alone. — The Merhodiſis 
teach 7heirs, that to inſiſt upon the Neceſ- 
ſity of good Works, is derogatory from 

Lo, ci the 
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J 
the Merits of Chriſt; and that confiding in 
the Truth of their new Scheme of Divi- 
nity, they may be ſaved by Faith alone. 
Thus in the main there is a perfect Har- 


mony betwixt them; they both alike de- 


ny the Neceſſity of good Works: in this 
only they differ; the one would not in- 
fringe on the Goſpel Liberty; the other 
upon the Merits of Chriſt : the one would 
have their Followers ſaved by Grace a- 
lone; the other by Faith alone. Theſe 
are trifling Differences. But there is one 
other very eſſential Point in which again 


they perfectly harmonize ; and that is, 


a blind and implicit Truſt in their Guides, 
is on both Sides required. For as the 
Simonians would not allow them to have 
Grace who could not ſwallow down all 
their abſurd and monſtrous Fables, upon 
the bare Authority of thoſe who pro- 
pagated them ; fo neither will the Me- 
thodiſts allow 7hem to have Faith, who 
refuſe to believe things equally. ridiculous, 
upon the Strength and Credit of their 
Word and Aſſurance. And whether this 
is preaching up Faith in Chriſt, or in them- 


ſelves, let any Man judge. 


(1) 

The Gnaſtics pretended, that they were 
the only Perſons who were favoured with 
the true Knowledge of Chriſtianity ; and 
that all other Chriſtians were ignorant 
and barbarous; explaining the ſacred Wri- 
tings in a too low, literal, and unedifying 
Senſe.— The Name of Gnoſtic was not pe- 
culiar to one, but aſſigned to various Sects, 
who though (like our Methodiſts) not the 
ſame in all Points, yet agreed in ſome 
common Principles. Each had his par- 
ticular Syſtem, but they were a no more 
than ſo many different Refinements upon 
one, which they derived from Simon Magus, 
and he from the Pagan Poets and Phi- 
loſophers. To theſe, it is generally ſup- 
poſed, the Apoſtle alludes, where he re- 
minds * Timothy, to charge ſome not to give 
heed to Fables, and endleſs Genealogies, which 
miniſter Queſtions, rather than godly edi- 
Hing, which is in Faith. This however an- 
ſwers the Character of the Gnoſ7zcs ; the 
principal Part of whoſe Religion conſiſted 
in compoſing Combinations and Genea- 


| ad -v _ logies 
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logies of Auns, or Attributes and Ope- 
rations of the Deity : to which ons, of 
to the Angels produced by them, they 
attributed the Creation and Government 
of the World, and not to the ſupreme 
God. They alledged, that although their 
Doctrines were not expreſsly contained in 
holy Writ, yet they were implicitly te- 
vealed by Chri/t in his Parables, to as ma- 
ny as were acquainted with the 5 
Senſe of them. 

This extraordinary Light or Know- 
ledge of the Gnoſtics, ſeems now to have 
been transferred to the Metbodiſts; who 
make their boaſt, at leaſt, that they now 
are the only Perſons bleſſed with true 
Chriſtian Science, or who know the Truth, 
as it is in Chriſt Jeſus: and that all others 
are unenlightened, and uninformed, in- 
terpreting the Scriptures according to 
the Letter which killeth, but ignorant of 
the Sprrit which giveth Life. They have 
not indeed, like the Gnoſtics, puzzled 
and perplexed their Syſtem with endleſs 
Genealogies; but * have darkened it 


with 
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with many other Fancies equally ridicu- 
lous in themſelves, and not leſs injurious 
to Chriſtianity; tending no leſs to con- 
found the Head, and to corrupt the Heart, 
They have not, like the others, built 
upon the Foundation of heathen Philo- 
ſophers and Poets, for they abhor all Phi- 
loſophy and ſuch vain Decei! ; but they 
have built upon a worſe, their own vainer 
Imaginations, which have deceived them 
more groſsly than all the Poets and Philo- 
ſophers in the World could do. They 
endeavour to ſupport heir weak and wild 
Notions in the ſame Manner the others did 
theirs, that is, by the Abuſe and Perver- 


ſion of Scripture. And that their Fancy 
may have a freer Scope, and a larger 
Field to rove in, they ſuppoſe that every 
Scripture Word hath a ſpiritual as well as 
a literal Senſe, and that every true Believer 
hath the infallible Interpretation of it in 
his own Breaſt. Building that whimſical 
Conceit upon thoſe Words of our bleſſed 
Saviour, I is written in the Prophets, they 
ſhall be all taught of God, From which 


ſingle 
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fingle Inſtance it appears, what a wretch- 
ed Uſe they make of his holy Word, not- 
withſtanding their inward and infallible 


Interpreter, 


The Valentinians (a particular Se& of 
the Gnoſtic Crew, as Dr. * Cave ſtiles 
them,) arrogated to themſelves the Title 
of ſpiritual Men; inſiſting that they could 
not loſe their Spirituality, They pre- 
tended that they were entitled, not by 
Merit, but by Nature, to eternal Life ; and 
that whatever they did, they could not 
miſs of it: that if good Works were 
neceſſary to Salvation, it was to animal 
Men only ; that is, to all who were not 
of their Clan: and that, though Sin 
might damn others, yet it could not hurt 
them. In Conſequence of which Prin- 
ciple (faith Jrencus, a Father of the ſe- 
cond Century) they lived in all Luſt and 
Impurity, and wallowed in the moſt hor- 
rible and unheard-of Beſtialities. 

The Methodiſts diſtinguiſh much after 
the ſame Manner. They look upon them- 
ſelves as ſj1-/nal, upon others as carnal : 
| they 


* Cave's Lives of the Primitive Fathers, 
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they claim from Grace, what the Yalenti- 
nians claimed from Nature: and as theſe 
maintained that it was impoſſible for them 
to loſe their Spirituality; fo thoſe with 
equal Confidence aſſert, that it is impoſſible 
for them to fall from Grace. Which is the 
ſame thing as ſaying with the other, that 
they are ſure to be ſaved. 

The Donati ſts boaſted, that the Catholic 
Church was no where to be found, but 
in that little Corner of Afric, where they 
lived : that in the true Church is no 
Spot or Wrinkle ; which was the Caſe of 
theirs, Hence they confidered them- 
ſelves as the Lord's People, each of their 
Members as a choſen Veſſel, and the 
happy Poſſeſſor of perfect Righteouſneſs. 

The Methodiſts talk as proudly of 
their being the only true Preachers of the 
Goſpel; eſteem themſelves in Contradiſ- 
tinction to others, as the regenerate, the 
elect, the Children of God, and as having 
arrived at ſinleſs Perfection. 

The Predeſtinarians held, that ſuch as 
were fore-appointed to Salyation, could 

not 
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not be damned, however vicious their Be- 
haviour: and that ſuch as were fore-ap- 
pointed to Damnation, could not be ſaved, 
however virtuous theirs, That is, as that 
from all Eternity every Man's Doom was 
irreverſibly fixed by the Supreme Being, 


according to his abſolute Power, and ar- 


bitrary Will and Pleaſure. 

Amongſt the Methodiſts, it is very well 
known there are thoſe, who hold and 
propagate the ſame ſhocking Doctrine. 

The Antinomans muſt not be forgot, 
For though their Name cannot pretend to 
the ſame Antiquity with thoſe of the 
Sects before-mentioned, being only of the 
fame date with the Anabaptiſis, yet their 
Errors are coeval with thoſe of the Sima- 
nians and Valentinians, and plainly diſ- 
cover their baſe Original. — They taught, 


that neither were good Works conducive, 


neither evi Works dangerous to Salva- 
tion : that the Regenerate were as pure 
as Chriſt himſelf; and therefore for them 
to pray for Pardon of Sin would be cri- 
minal : that God never puniſheth his 

Children 
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Children for Sin: — that even the great- 
er Crimes are no Crimes in the Saints. 
that no Man's Conſcience ought to trou- 
ble him, for the Commiſſion of any Sin :— 
that no Chriſtian believeth, or worketh 
any good, but Chriſt only believeth, and 
worketh : — that God doth not love Man 
for his Holineſs; and that Sanctification 
is no Evidence of a Man's Juſtification. 
Which impious and blaſphemous No- 
tions are at this Day, to the great Diſgrace 
of Chriſtianity in general, and no leſs to 
the Reproach of our national Church in 
particular, publicly avowed and incul- 
cated amongſt us, by one Party of the 
People called Methodiſts. 
I ſhall only mention one Sect more, 
and that is the Montaniſts: on which I 
ſhall dwell a little more particularly, be- 
cauſe in this you may behold, as in a true 
Mirrour, the bold Lineaments and bloated 
Countenance of the Methodiſt. — Mon- 
tanus, the Founder of that Se, (as we 
learn from Euſebius and other early Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtorians) a little after he had 
B embraced 
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embraced Chriſtianity, which was to- 
wards the Cloſe of the ſecond Century, 
thirſting after Epiſcopal Dignities, thought 
the ſhorteſt Way of coming at his Point, 
was to pretend to immediate Inſpiration, 
new Revelations, and the Gift of Pro- 
phecy. He began his Impoſture in Phry- 
gia, his native Country, at a little Town 
called Pepuza, which with another neigh- 
bouring Village called Tymium, he new- 


named Yeruſalem, that he might the more 


plauſibly invite ſimple and unwary Pro- 
felytes to flock thither. For their eaſier 
Deception he uſed to throw himſelf into 
enthuſtaſtic Fits and ecſtatic Raptures, 
during which, in a furious and frantic 
Manner, he uttered Abundance of ſtrange 
unintelligible Jargon, which the ignorant 
and vulgar greedily ſwallowed down for 
Prophecy. Amongſt the reſt of his Diſ- 
ciples were two Women, more eſpecially 
remarkable, Priſca and Maximilla ; who 
filled with the ſame deluſive Spirit, left 
their Huſbands, joined themſelves to Mon- 
tanus, and ſet about propheſying : being 

. ſoon 
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foon followed by many others of both 
Sexes, 'who boaſted the ſame ſuperna- 
tural Gifts and Vouchſafements. He in- 
ſtructed his People to reproach the whole 
Chriſtian Church for refuſing to acknow- 


ledge and Reverence his pſuedo-prophetic 


' Spifit: pronouncing thoſe bleſſed who 


became his Converts, and ſwelling them 
with mighty Promiſes and raviſhing Ex- 
pectations. He laid his Scheme with all 
imaginable Subtilty; agreeing with the 
Catholic Church in moſt of her funda- 
mental Principles; founding his wicked 
Pretenſions upon Scripture ; and ſuggeſt- 
ing the Neceſſity of his receiving the 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt eſpecially confer- 
red upon him. He made a ſingular Shew 
of ſome unuſual Rigours and Severities in 
Religion, and put on a very grave and 
formal Appearance of Sanctity Never- 
theleſs he uſed every Art of extorting 
Money from his infatuated Votaries, ef- 
pecially under the Notion of Gifts and 
Offerings: appointing Collectors to receive 
the Oblations brought in; with which 
B 2 he 
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he maintained Under Officers, and paid 
Salaries to ſuch as propagated his Doc- 
trines up and down the World. 

In ſhort, the Impoſtor had by his hy- 
pocritical Cunning wrought ſuch ſtrong 
Deluſion in the Minds of his fooliſh 
Followers, that they believed him to be 


the very Comforter promiſed by our Sa- 


viour. 

Now I will not ſay, that the two Foun- 
ders of our new Sect had, like the other, 
their Eyes and their Hearts fixed upon 
Epiſcopal Dignities ; but they have given 
us Reaſon enough to ſuſpect, that they 
aſpired after ſtill higher Honours : that 
they were ambitious of being accounted 
Miniſters of greater Eminence and Au- 
thority than either Biſhops or Archbi- 
ſhops; Miſſionaries immediately delegated 
by Heaven to correct their Errors, and 
reform their Abuſes; to inſtru the Cler- 
gy, of whatever Denomination, in the 
true Nature of Chriſtianity ; and to cau- 


tion the Laity not to venture their Souls 


in any ſuch unhallowed Hands, as refu- 
{ed 
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ſed to be initiated into all the Myſteries 
of Methodiſm. Neither do I fay, 
that, like Montanus, they pretended to the 
Gift of Prophecy. The ill Succeſs He 
met with in that Part of his Proje&, not- 
withſtanding the favourable Circumſtance 
of the Time when he ſet up ſuch Pre- 
tenſions, (which was before that Gift was 
entirely withdrawn from the Church,) was 
ſufficient to diſcourage them from the like 
Impoſture ; but as to other extraordinary 
Gifts, Influences, and Operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, no Man who hath but once 
dipped into their Journals, and other oſ- 
tentatious Traſh of the ſame Kind, can 
doubt their looking upon themſelves, as 
not coming one whit behind the greateſt 
of the Apoſtles. 

And the ſame Jargon whit with the 
ignorant and credulous in the one Caſe 
paſſed for Prophecy, in the other paſſed 
for Inſpiration. They likewiſe had a 


numerous Crowd of Followers both Male 
and Female, all alike ſpiritually gifted, 
and bleſſed with ſpecial Divine Commu- 

B 3 nications. 
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nications. Men who being converted 
themſelves, were inwardly called from the 
loweſt and meaneſt Employments to con- 
vert their Brethren : and Women, not a 
a few, had their inward Call too; ſome 
to leave all that they had and follow their 
new Apoſtles, and ſome to ell all that 
they had and lay it at therr Feet, — They 
were as induſtrious as the other in train- 
ing up their Diſciples in a thorough 
Contempt of ſuch of the Clergy as diſ- 
approved of their proud Pretences: inſo- 
much that (as a late celebrated Writer 
obſerved of a certain Set of People in his 
Day of the ſame Complexion) every 
* Boy who was acquainted with their 
* Notions, learnt to deſpite his Teachers, 
* as if they knew nothing of Chriſt and 
© of the Myſtery of the Goſpel.” —Then 
again, for external Sanctity, and Severity 
of Diſcipline, they outſtripped, if poſſible, 
their great Original, They condemned 
all Regard for temporal Concerns as a vi- 
cious Love of the World, and the moſt 
innocent Amuſements of Life as finful 

Pleaſures, 
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Pleaſures. They encouraged their bigot- 
ed Devotees to have their Converſation 
ſo much in Heaven, as.to take no Thought 
for any one Thing upon Earth. The 
Conſequence of which frequently was a 
total Neglect of their Affairs, and Impo- 
veriſhment of their Families, But yet they 
themſelyes, with all their Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs, could not help caſting a Sheep's 
Eye at the unrighteous Mammon any 
more than Montanus ; nor did they pay 
their Court to it with leſs Cunning and 
Succeſs than he.-—— Again, as he had 
his Hirelings or Vaſſals for the more 
eaſy and effectual Execution of his ini- 
quitous Scheme, fo had they; as he, under 
the ſpecious Appearance of Gifts and 
Offerings, raiſed Contributions from every 
Quarter for the Payment of Salaries, &c. 
ſo did they. In ſhort, his Tax could 
not be more univerſal, nor more artful 
than theirs; and beſides the weekly and 
other little Penſions ſqueezed out of the 
poorer and lower Part of their Commu- 
nity, they were favoured with very large 
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and liberal Oblations from Perſons of 
better Figure and Fortune, and eſpecially 
from many believing Wives, who had 
learned to practiſe their pious Frauds upon 
their unbelieving Huſbands, that they 
might thereby win them to Chri/t.— And 
laſtly, the Montani/ts, extravagantly as they 
conceived of thetr Maſter, could not ſhew 


him greater Reverence than the Met ho- 


diſis, ever did and continue to do to heirs. 
For they ſeem to look upon every Place 
on which they tread, as holy Ground; 
they ſuperſtitiouſly ſeek, and ſtrive to touch, 
if it is but the Hem of their Garments; 
they are comforted and refreſhed with 
their very Shadows paſſing over them; 
they follow in Crowds, wherever it is 
noiſed about that they are to vociferate ; 
and when the Throng is ſo great, that 
there is no Room to receive them, no not fo 
much as about the Door, they climb into 
the Windows, and would be glad, if per- 
mitted, to aſcend up higher, and even to 
uncover the Roof, ſo as they might be 
let down thence into the Houſe, to feed 

and 
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and feaſt upon the moſt delicious Repaſt 
there prepared for them. 

If any Reſpect paid to Montanus by his 
Followers can come nearer to Idolatry 
than this, I am greatly miſtaken. And yet 
this is as proudly received on the one 
Hand, as it is ſuperſtitiouſly paid on the 
other : which ſhews as much the Want 
of common Decency in the Prieſt, as 
common Senſe in the People. 

Thus have I given you abrief Accountof 
the Sect called Methodiſts; which hath for 
about the Space of five-and- twenty Years 
been inſulting our eſtabliſhed Church, de- 
ſpiſing Dominions, ſpeaking Evil of Dig- 
nities, and trampling all Rule and Autho- 
rity under its Feet. I have ſhewed you 
its Riſe and its Pedigree; by whom it 
was founded, and from what Family it 
ſprung. That its Authors were a couple 
of young, raw, aſpiring Twigs of the Mi- 
niſtry, (Twin Brothers at firſt, but now 
it ſeems Twin Rivals) who dreamed, or 
pretended to have dreamed, of a ſpecial 
and ſupernatural Call to it; of having been 
endued 


( 26) 

endued with an extraordinary Power from 
on high, to reſtore corrupt and degenerate 
Chriſtianity to its primitive Purity and 
Perfection. I have ſhewed you that their 
Doctrines or Notions ſquare or coincide 
with many of the oldeſt and rankeſt He- 
reſies that ever defiled the Purity, and di- 
ſturbed the Peace of the Chriſtian Church 
from its firſt Inſtitution ; particularly thoſe 
of the S:monians, the Gnoſtics, the Valen- 
tinians, the Donatiſts, the Predeſtinarians, 
the Montani ſts, and of another, whoſe Prin- 
ciples are as old, though its Name is more 
modern than the reſt, the Antinomians; 
whoſe Errors ſhew that they deſcended 
from tem, as they from that Arch-Here- 
tic and Impoſtor S:mm Magus. From 
whence it appears that the Clergy of our 
national Church are in the ſame, or worſe 
Circumſtances, than thoſe of the Church 
of Epheſus, to whom St. Paul's Paſtoral 
Charge was immediately directed; thoſe 
grievous Wolves, which he foreſaw would 
enter in among them, have entered in 
among us, and carried off Numbers of 

our 
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our Flocks. If therefore we can preſerve 
thoſe that-are left, it will be well: if we 
can recover thoſe that are loſt, it will be 
better. And certainly both ſhould be at- 
tempted by every Paſtor who would be 
able to ſay with the Apoſtle, I am pure from 
the Blood of all Men. As this hath been 
the End and Aim of ſeyeral of my late 
Diſcourſes, ſo the preſent hath the ſame 
View; for I have always thought, and 
am ſtill willing to hope, that were our 
reſpective Congregations well acquainted 
with the true Nature of Methodiſm, we 
ſhould have no Occaſion for either the 
Secular or Spiritual Arm to reſtrain its 
Progreſs; but that a thorough Knowledge 
of its Principles would be a ſufficient Anti- 
dote againſt its Poiſon ; and work in every 
rightly diſpoſed Mind, an Abhorrence 
of thoſe Doctrines, which directly tend 
to diſtract the Head and to debauch the 
Heart, by turning Faith into Frenzy, and 
the Grace of God into Wantonneſs. 
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Am now to ſhew, Secondly, that they, 

the Methodiſt Preachers, make uſe of 
the ſame Means of Seduction mentioned 
or implied in the Text, ſpeaking per- 
verſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after 
them. 

Perverſe things, ſtrictly ſignify, things 
contrary to Truth or Rectitude; but in 
a looſer Senſe, things not only untrue, 
but alſo ſpiteful, peeviſh, malicious, in- 
vidious, miſchievous, wicked, are com- 
prehended in that Phraſe, In which 
Latitude the Term perverſe may very 
well be taken or underſtood in this 
Place; as denoting the falſe Doctrines and 
Opinions, by which the Impoſtors and 
Deceivers, the Apoſtle had in his Eye, 
whoſe coming he foretold, would corrupt 
the Truth and Purity of the Goſpel; and 
the foul Inſinuations and Pretences, by 


which 
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which they would labour to ſupport thoſe 
Doctrines. " 

In both theſe Reſpedts, I hope I ſhall be 
able to make it appear, that the Apoſtle's 
Words are fairly applicable to the Metho- 
diſts, and that they may be juſtly charged 
with fpeakrng perverſe Things, to draw 
away Diſciples after them. 

- Fir/ithen, for their Doctrines and Op. 
nions.— I mean not here to enter into a 
full and particular Examination of them, 
that being an Undertaking not fo proper 
for a ſingle Sermon as for a Volume; I 
ſhall therefore content myſelf at preſent 
with a few general Hints or Remarks 
upon them. | 
Now either their Doctrines are falſe 
and erroneous, or the Scriptures muſt be 
ſo: for theſe two are not leſs contrary to 
one another than Light and Darkneſs, as 
a ſhort Parallel betwixt them will abun- 
dantly ſhew. 

The Methodiſts treat Chriſtianity as a 
wild enthufiaſtical Scheme, which will bear 
no Examination: the Scriptures, as a ſo- 


ber 
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ber and rational Syſtem, which the more 
it is examined, the better it is approved. 
The Methodiſts ſuppoſe every one's 
final Doom entirely to depend upon God's 
Sovereign Will and Pleaſure: the Scrip- 
tures, upon his own Conduct and Be- 
haviour. 

The Methodiſts will have it, that we 
may be ſaved by Faith in Chriſt, without 
any other Requiſite, on our Part: the 
Scriptures-make a Goſpel Obedience and 
holy Life, a neceflary Condition. 

The Methodiſts conſider Man as a mere 
Machine, and as ſuch unable to do any 
thing for himſelf, or towards his own 
Salvation: the Scriptures throughout con- 
ſider him as a free Agent; and as ſuch, 
ſet Good and Evil, Life and Death before 
him ; bidding him chooſe the one and 
refuſe the other; perſuade him to ſtrive 
to enter in at the ſtrait Gate; to uſe all 
Diligence to make his Calling and Election 
ſure ; and afford him the greateſt Encou- 
ragements to excite and ſtimulate his En- 
deavours, 


The 
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The Methodiſts repreſent Faith, as a 
Principle ſupernaturally infuſed into the 
Heart, altogether precluding the Judg- 
ment and Underſtanding, and diſcerned by 
thoſe who have it, by ſome internal, my- 
ſterious Signs and Operations : the Scrip- 
tures, as a firm Perſuaſion of Mind, found- 
ed upon the Evidence of Reaſon, and diſ- 
cernable only by a Conformity of Life and 
Manners to ſuch Perſuaſion. 

The Methodiſts ſpeak of Grace as they 
do of Faith, that it is communicated to 
them by the Holy Spirit, and is as per- 
ceptible to their Hearts, as ſenſible Ob- 
jects are to their Senſes : the Scriptures 
alſo ſpeak of Grace as proceeding from 
the ſame Divine Fountain, but intimate 
at the ſame Time, that it is conveyed 
to us ſecretly and imperceptibly ; and 
that the only Way to be ſatisfied whe- 
ther or no, and in what Degree, we 
are poſſeſſed of it, is to appeal not to 
our inward Feelings, but to our outward 
Actions. 

The 


(33) 

The Methodiſts talk of Regeneration 
in every Chriſtian, as if it was as ſudden 
and miraculous a Converſion, as that of 
St. Paul and the firſt Converts to Chri- 
ſtianity; and as if the Signs of it were 
frightful Tremors of Body, and convul- 
five Agonies of Mind, ariſing from a Senſe 
of original Sin, and the Corruption bf 
kuman Nature: © the Scriptures ſet it 
forth as a Work graciouſly begun and 
gradually carried on by the Bleſſed Spirit, 
m * Conjunction with our own rational 
Powers and Faculties; and the Signs of 
it to be a fintere and univerſal Obedience 
to the Laws and Precepts of the Goſpel. 


The Methodiſts amuſe their Follow- 


ers with a Notion, that after having gone 
through ſuch and ſuch Stages in the 
Divine Life, and arrived at ſuch a Pitch of 
Perfection, they may be abſolutely certain 
of their Salvation : the Scriptures teach 
us {different Leſſon;  difcountenance ſuch 
vain” Confidence and bold Preſumption; 
exhort us not to be high: minded, but diffi- 
dent and modeſt; admoniſh theſe who 
| O think 
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think they ſtand, to take heed leſt they fall; 
repreſent Chriſtianity as a continual War- 
fare; aſſure us indeed that he who holdeth 
out to the End ſhall be ſaved, but give no 
Man abſolute Certainty of his Perſeve- 
rance. 

In ſhort, the Methodiſts encourage 
Men not to think of doing any thing for 
themſelves, but to leave all to Chriſt : the 
Scriptures, to do all they can for themſelves, 
and humbly to rely upon him for the reſt. 

It would be eaſy in purſuing the Paral- 
lel to multiply Inſtances ;z but theſe few 
may ſuffice, to ſhew how ſtrangely the 
Methodiſts and the Scriptures are at va- 
riance. | | 

And yet what may ſeem more ſtrange, 
they pretend to build all their Doctrines, 
or Notions, upon Scripture Authority: but 
then, it is by wreſting and ſtraining thuſe 
ſacred Books, putting Texts to the Tor- 
tures, and racking them till they will 
ſpeak to their Purpoſe, dealing arbitrarily 
with them, and taking them literally, or 
metaphorically, as beſt ſuits their Scheme; 
and, 
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ind, to ſay all at once, practiſing every 
Means, or Method of Perverſion. 
A late learned and reverend Author , 
one of whoſe Remarks J gave you before, 


upon ſome new- fangled Preachers of the 


laſt Age, much reſembling thoſe we have 
now in Contemplation, furniſheth me 
with a few more Obſervations, ſo pertinent 
to the Point in Hand, that it would be a 
Fault not to tranſcribe them. There 
© are no Men, that ſo abound in Scripture 
© Proofs, to confirm what they ſay : if you 
© conſalt their Writings, you ſhall find 
© their Books ſtuffed with Scripture; or, if 
you talk with them, their whole Diſ- 
© courſe is little elſe but Scripture Phraſe, 
all which they accommodate to their own 


© Dreams and Fancies.— The wildeſt and 


* moſt extravagant Opinions that were ever 
yet vented under the Name of Religion, 
have pretended the Authority of Scrip- 
ture for their Patronage ; though any 


„ 


a» 


+ The late Dr. Sherlock i in his Diſcourſe cancern- 
ing the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, &c. Chap. iii. 
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unprejudiced Man would wonder how 
the reading ſuch Places of Scripture 
ſhould ſuggeſt ſuch Notions to them : 
but this is no wonder, when we conſi- 
der, that Men firſt contrive their Reli- 
gion, and poſſeſs their Fancies ſtrongly 
with their own private Opinions, and 
then read the Scripture with no other 
Defign, than to find ſomething there, 
to ſtamp Divinity on their own Con- 
ceits ; for it is eaſy to pervert the plaineſt 
Senſe, and by the Help of a ſtrong Ima- 
gination, to- make any thing of any 
thing. Such Men doat upon Words 
and Phraſes, Metaphors and Alluſions, 
as beſt fitted for their Purpoſe. They 
found their Religion on obſcure Texts, 
or myſtical Interpretations of plain ones; 
and by the Aid of ſome arbitrary Di- 
ſtinctions and Limitations, Gloſſes and 
Paraphraſes, by curtailing of Texts, or 
tranſplacing Words, or Commas, or 
ſeparatin ga ſingle Word from the Body 
of the Diſcourſe, make the Scriptures 
ſpeak their Senſe, as plainly, as the 
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Bells ring what every Boy will have 
them. And at this rate, we may find 
the Bible in the Alcoran, as well as 
make ſo many Books, ſo different and 
contrary to each other, from the various 
Compoſition of twenty-four Letters. 

Were we not acquainted with the 
Author, and the Time when he wrote, 
we muſt have ſuppoſed him to be here 
pointing at our Methodiſts; for thus it is, 
that they play Tricks with the Scriptures, 


to make them countenance their Errors, 


* 


* 
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and to deceive the ignorant and unwary : 
who yet would not be deceived, did not 
their own Paſſions and Prejudices join in 
the Deception, 

But the Caſe is this; the Notions in- 
ſtilled, or rather drove into their Ears by 
their Preachers, are ſuch, as in their Hearts 
they wiſh to be true. They would gladly 
be ſaved; and who would not? —They 
would be abſolutely aſſured of their Sal- 
vation; and fo would every one, if that 
could poſſibly be. — But that, if poſſible, 
would not ſatisfy them ; they want to get 
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to Heaven, not only the ſafe/?, but alſo the 


ſhorteſt Way, and with the leaſt Trouble. 


All which Privileges are by their new 
Guides annexed to a fiducial Reliance 
upon the Perſon, and Merits of Cbriſt, 
and a diſclaiming of Good Works; which 
are Terms ſo caſy that the mereſt Liber- 
tine, or Infidel, could not have a Face to 
aſk for eaſier, The Obligation to Good 
Works, is generally the chief Ground of 
that Oppoſition and Contempt which 
Chriſtianity meets with from both ; re- 
move that Obſtacle, or Stone of ſtumbling, 
the one may probably become a- pious 
Chriſtian, and the other a found Believer ; 
perſuade them that they may be ſure of 
being ſaved by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
without any Holineſs of their own, and 
the Buſineſs is half done; and this com- 
fortable Perſuaſion the Methodiſt Preach- 
ers kindly and zealouſly labour to graft in 
their People: nay, more than this, for 
their further Comfort and Encouragement, | 
repreſent Good Works as not only unne- 
ceſlary, but alſo dangerous ; and cenſure 
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ſuch of the Clergy, as make uſe of thoſe 
low and lifelets Expreſſions of being vir- 
tuous and becoming good, reforming, and 
amending the Life, &c. with the ambi- 
guous Phraſes of geod Reſolutions and 
ſimcere Endeavours, &c. as thereby puffing 
up the Pride of Man's Nature. 

Is it therefore any Wonder that thoſe 
Preachers, whoſe Doctrines are ſo well 
adapted to the ſoothing and flattering 
the Paſſions and Prejudices of Men, ſhould 
be ſo mightily followed ; or that their 
Followers ſhould, without Examination, 
embrace and hug cloſe to their Hearts 
that Senſe of Scripture, however forced 
and ſtrained, which feems moſt favour- 
able to ſuch Doctrines? Or, may we not 
rather ſtand amazed, that they, who are 
ever lamenting over corrupt Nature, and 
teaching that it is the firſt Work of the 
Spirit, to make Men duly and deeply ſen- 
fible of it, ſhould yet be ſo fond of a 
Scheme of Divinity, of all others the 
moſt civil and indulgent to.its Corrup- 
tions? And it cannot be doubted, but 
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this Indulgence hath gained them great 
Numbers of Preſeclytes ; who muſt be tran- 
{ported with Joy and Extacy to think, that 
ſince ſtrait is the Gate and narrow the Way 
that leadeth unto Life, they ſhall find a ſafer 
and ſmoother Paſſage, by diveſting them- 
ſelves of the Incumbrances of Moral Du- 
ties. Marvel not, that they ſhould be ſo de- 
lighted with thoſe Exprefſionsof coming to 
Chriſt, cloſing with Chriſt, reſting in Chriſt, 
being united to Chriſt, with various others 
of the ſame Kind, ſince after that, there is 
nothing more for them to do, but to ſleep in 
his Arms, as ſecure and tranquil as Lazarus 
in Abraham's Boſom. Neither be ſur- 
priſed, that they ſhould love, reverence, 
and almoſt adore the gracious Miniſters 
of ſuch ſweet Conſolation ; who in this 
Reſpect, have carried our Saviour's Ge- 
neroſity and Compaſſion farther than he 
did himſelf; in taking quite away that 
Yoke. and Burthen, which he had only 
made hight and eaſy. Neither think it 
ſtrange, that after having been ſo far im- 
poſed upon, they ſhould readily ſuck in 
| | all 
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all the reſt of their Myſteries ; for unleſs 
they ſwallow down theſe, they muſt. 
diſgorge that, which yields them ſuch un- 
ſpeakable Peace and Satisfaction. But, 
there is great Reaſon for us to be aſtoniſh- 
ed at the Boldneſs, (I had almoſt ſaid 
Blaſphemy) of thoſe Preachers, who proud- 
ly triumphing in their numerous Train 
of credulous and crazy Followers, (the 
weak and ſpurious Iſſue of their inſidious 
Craft and Cunning,) publicly aſcribe the 
glorious Event to the Efficacy of the Di- 
vine Grace, accompanying their Preach- 
ing; praiſing God for the Succeſs of their 
Deception, by them arrogantly called the 
Seal of their Miniſtry ; and ſolemnly, in 
almoſt every Page of their paltry, but 
pathetic Harangues, invoking the Bleſſed 
Spirit ſtill to go along with them in their 
pious and ſoul-awakening Work; that 
is, to continue to aſſiſt them, in deceiving 
and -ſeducing the ſimple and unwary, by 
the Abuſe and Perverſion of thoſe very 
Scriptures, which were given by his Holy | 
Inſpiration. 


Thus 
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Thus having, I hope, nile it appear 
that the Methodiſt Preachers are guilty of 
ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away Dij- 
ct ples after them ; taking the Term perverſe 
in the Text to denote the falſe Doctrines 
þ | and Opinions, by which the Impoſtors 
| N | and Deceivers, the Apoſtle had in his 
1 Eye, and whoſe coming he foretold, 
K would corrupt the Truth and Purity of 
the Goſpel; I ſhall now endeavour to 
| make good the ſame Charge, taking that 
7 Term to denote alſo the foul Inſinuations 
and Pretences of thoſe Deceivers, by 
which to ſupport their Doctrines. 

One would think indeed, that ſince the 
Doctrines themſelves are, (as hath been 
ſhewed,) in their own Nature fo capti- 
vating and enſnaring, they would ſtand 
| ! in need of no Wiles, or Artifices, for 
A making Diſciples, except that which hath 
been already mentioned, as conſtantly 
practiſed by them, the perverting and 
proſtituting the Scriptures, in ſupport of 
them. But now, leſt this Fraud, which 
is the Spring, or Wheel, that governs their 

whole 
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whole Syſtem, ſhould be found out, it is 
neceſſary that it be well guarded, and that 
they have recourſe to other Tricks, to pre- 
vent a Diſcovery, And no Trick is more 
likely to prevent it, than the invidious 
Miſrepreſentation of the ſound and ortho- 
dox Clergy, thereby to bring them into 
Contempt; without which, their Craft 
would bein great Danger, andtheCraftſmen 
ſoon ſet at nought. Were their deluded 
Followers to conſult their own lawful and 
proper Paſtors, about the true Senſe and 
Meaning of thoſe Texts, or Paſſages of 
Scripture, which their New Guides, ſome- 
times by Strength, and ſometimes by 
Slight, bend to the Square of their own 
fooliſh, but favourite Notions; their 
Eyes would be opened, and they would 
ſee the Fallacy. And whom ſhould they 
conſult, but thoſe who are ſet over them 


by Authority; whoſe peculiar Province it 


is to explain the Scriptures to them, and 
who can have no Intereſt in deceiving 
them? For which Reaſon the Methodiſ- 
tical Factory is very induſtrious to keep 

| them 
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them as much as they can at a Diſtance, 
to diſſolve or break off that ſpiritual Inter- 
courſe, which the Relation in which they 
ſtand to each other requires ſhould be 
preſerved betwixt them; and to raiſe in the 
Minds of the People, the moſt groundleſs 
Jealouſies and Diſtruſts of their Mimi ers, 
thereby to withdraw their Attention from 
them. They repreſent them as deſtitute 
of that inward Call to the Miniſtry, which 
is neceſſary to the rendering their Preach- 
ing effectual; —as Strangers to Grace and 
Experience; as altogether unacquainted 
with the Naughtineſs and Depravity of 
human Nature themſelves, and therefore 
unqualified to teach it others; as 
preaching another Goſpel, and joining 
with Deiſts, Arians, Socintans, and the 
reſt of the Oppoſers of Chriſtianity ;— as 
denying the Doctrine of original Sin, and 
the Neceſſity of Regeneration, and making 
the Chriſtian Religion little more than 
a refined Syſtem of Moral Philoſophy ; — 


as being very bad practical Moraliſts, 


however zealouſly they inculcate the Du- 
ties 
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ties of Morality;—as negligent of their 
Charge, attached to the World, fond of 
its Pleaſures, hunting after its Honours 
and Promotions, and making a Frade of 
their ſpiritual Function, ſtriving for Pre- 
eminence in the Church, and looking big 
under ſwelling Titles. But this, tho ca- 
lumnious and ſcurrilous enough, is modeſt 
when compared to many other their A- 
buſes and Invectives, which both from 
the Pulpit and the Preſs they pour forth 
like a Torrent againſt us; and which, that 
the ſame may work more ſtrongly, they 
mix and impregnate with the eee 
Waters of the holy Scriptures, === 
The Author before quoted (as you 
may remember) ſpeaking of their Prede- 
ceſſors of the laſt Century, obſetved, that 
both” their Writings and their Diſcourſes 
were lift le elſe than Scripture Phraſe. But 
now theſe Men dreſs up and convey their 
very Slanders and Reproaches in this ſacred 
Stile. In this they tell the World, that 
we are carnally- minded, ' puffed up with. 
Peſbly Wiſdom, lade nat Chrift in our” Het#ts 
| . by 
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by Faith, are Miniſters of the Letter, not 
of the Spirit, and preach ourſelves, inſtead 
of Chriſt Jeſus. In this they liberally 
beſtow upon us the Titles of falſe Prophets, 
blind Guides, Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing: 
Shepherds not caring for the Sheep, Phyſici- 
ans of no Value, dumb Dogs *0ho cannot 
bark, ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlumber j 
with almoſt every hard Name they can 
pick out of thoſe Divine Records, which 
they ſeem piouſly and painfully to have 
traverſed, the better to qualify them to 
rail in Scripture Language. — This is 
that Milk with which they feed their Babes: 
who naturally ſuck in Slander with Gree- 
dineſs, (one of the Effects of original Sin; 
of which they are not very ready to inform 
them) and who by their great Facility 
and Forwardneſs like Parrots to prats 
againſt us in the ſame Terms, plaioly 
ſhew that ſuch ſcriptural Railing is their 
Catechifm, or firſt Rudiments, and how 
well they are grounded in them. — The 
ſtronger Meats which they adminiſter to 
thoſe of riper Age, are, that however 
* WE 
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© we pretend to Orthodoxy, our Doctrines 
© are repugnant to the true Principles of 
Chriſtianity; that our Sermons: contra- 
dict the Articles, Homilies and Litungy, 
of our own Church; yea that we con- 
* tradiCt ourſelves, ſaying one Thing in 
* the Deſk, and another in the Pulpit.“ 
Theſe Suggeſtions were firſt hatched: and 
propagated. by the Twin-founders of the 
Methodiſtical Sect, of whom ] took natice 
before, but have been ſince adopted and 
urged with greater Vehemence and Viru- 
lence, if poſſible, by one of the principal 
Leaders of the Hutchinſonian Party; which 
is a Proof, amongſt many others, that) I 
had good Reaſon for ſpeaking of: them as 
united, or incorporated Societies. Some 
© Years ago, ſaith an ingenious: Writer . 
we ſaw the Meſtiys and the Mf. 
« declaiming in the Pulpits of this Metro- 
polis, and boaſting that they were the 
only Part of the Church of England, 
who had not deviated from their Arti- 


+ Author of an Apology for the Clergy; &. printed 
for S. Bladon in Pater-ngfer-row, 17 55. 
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© cles and Subſcriptions. But they fo6r! 
© threw off the Maſk; and now enjoy 
© under a Sanction from Teks's Hall, that 
© Privilege, which Epiſcopal Juriſdiction 
© might have deprived them of, and 


finding the Church no Sanctuary, they 


made their Retreat to the Tabernacle. 
© The Hutchinſonian Preachers of this 
© Day tread in the Steps of their Predeceſ- 
© ſorsthe Methodiſts. For if the former ſtill 
© continue to profeſs themſelves Members 
© of that Church, which the /atter have 
© deſerted, we may pronounce, without: 
© any Spirit of Divination, that they bend 
© with large Strides towards a Separation.” 
And I muſt confeſs for my own Part, I 
cannot' help wiſhing that their Strides 
were larger, unleſs we had more Hopes of 
their being reclaimed, ſince I am ſure 
they do greater Miſchief in the Chureh 
than they could do out of it. AT 

But what I was going to remark is, 
that one + of the Chiefs of this rude and 


I See the Preface to the Reverend Mr. Romaine g 
Commentary on the 107 Pſalm. 
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refractory Tribe, who will neither ſepa- 
rate from us, nor live peaceably with us, 
hath with an Effrontery ſcarcely to be 
parallel'd, publiſhed to the World, not only 
with the Meſtleys and the Whitfields, that 
we have departed from the Doctrines of 
our Articles and Homilies, to which we 
have ſubſcribed, but alfo that we ſtill keep 
up our Subſcriptions to them; that is, 
that we ſubſcribe and renounce, and ſub- 
ſcribe again, as beſt ſuits our Conveniency: 
or (as he afterwards inſinuates in ſtronger 
Terms) that we make no Conſcience of 
our Oaths and Subſcriptions; daring to 
riſk our eternal Salvation; for the Sake of 
ſome preſent Honour, or Preferment. 
This infamous Libel, (like many others 
equally baſe and groundleſs) is propagated 
from every Pulpit into which he and his 
Collegues can by any Means thruſt their 
Heads, and circulated through every Pariſh 
by them and their Emiſſaries. Inſomuch 
that hardly any proverbial Speech is more 
common in the Mouths of the whole Herd 
of Methodiſts, than that we the Clergy, 

D all 
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all of us except ſuch as are for their turn, 
have in our Preaching (tho' not in our 4 
Oaths and Subſcriptions) deviated from 3 
the Doctrines of our Articles and Ho- 1 
milies. This is the very Burden of their 
Song. This every Cully can chant, and 
every Child can chatter. But this J call 
an infamous and groundleſs Libel: and 
very juſtly, ſince he hath not offered the 
leaſt ſhadow of Proof or Argument, by 
which to make good the Charge. He 
ſays, indeed, it is @ Truth too evident to 
be denied. And what is eaſier than for a 
confident Aſſerter who hath no Proof, to 
pretend there wants none? yet this Pre- 
tence, however by all Perſons of the leaſt 
Diſcernment it will be taken for a 
ſhrewd Sign of its being (as it really 1s) 
a notorious Falſebood, will paſs for ſuffi- 
cient Evidence of its being true, with 
thoſe weak and credulous People, who 
believe every thing upon the bare Affir- 
mation of their great Gamaliel, whoſe 
Authority they will not, or dare not diſ- 
pute; and whoſe very Calumnies they 
Te reve- 
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teverence, as the infallible Dictates of 


the Spirit of Truth. And the ſame may 
be faid of all the Methodiſt Preachers, 
in whom their blind arid bigoted Diſ- 
ciples truſt as implicitly, as the Papiſts 
in their Pope, Councils, or Church. 
Since therefote theſe are the Arts and 
Devices, by which they ſeek to make 
Proſelytes; fince ſuch are their Doctrines 
and Principles, and ſuch their Manner 
of propagatitis and ſupporting them 
fince the whole Strength of their Cauſe 
lies in the Perverfion of the Scripture, and 


the Abuſe of the Clergy, as many as dif- 


approve of their extravagant and enthu- 
ſiaſtical Notions ; ſince by the moſt pee- 
vith and ſpightful Invectives, the moſt 
rude and rankerous Revilings, the moſt 
invidious Calumnies; they ſtudy and 
ſtrive to poiſon the minds of our People, 
to raiſe Doubts and Jealouſies in them, 
and by theſe and many other foul and in- 
fidious Practices, to feduce them from 
their true and rightful Paſtors ; I think 
we may juſtly charge them in the Words 

| D 2 and 
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and in the Intention of my Text, with 
ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away 
Diſciples after them. 

And now from what hath been ſaid, it 
is very caſy, and, I hope, not impertinent, 
to give you a ſuccinct, yet full View of 
the Methodiſtical Scheme, and of the 
Policy, or Subtilty of its Founders. 

They ſet out with forming and faſhion- 
ing a fair and tempting Draught, or Mo- 
del of Religion, ſo flattering to the Frail- 
ties aud Follies of degenerate Man, that 
it could not fail to catch the Ear, and 
gain the Hearts of Multitudes, eſpecially 
of the looſe and vicious, the lazy and 
indolent, the melancholy and timorous, 
or of ſuch as are under the Dominion of 
any ſtrong Paſſions, or Prejudices, or la- 
bour under any Inability, or Weakneſs of 
Mind. And in this they ſhewed, what 
they are apt to boaſt of, a thorough In- 
fight into Original Sin; a feeling and 
experimental Knowledge of the Naughti- 
neſs and Depravity of Human Nature; 
and alſo a kind and generous Defire to 
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favour and befriend it, by ſuiting Duty 
to Inclination, and by perſuading the 
Guilty, that they had nothing more to do 
than t believe in Chriſt, and accept of 
Pardon, becauſe in the Crucified Jeſus is 
Pulneſs of Grace, and All ſi fficiency to ſave. 
Their next Step is to accomodate the 
pure, but ſevere Morals of Chiiſtianity, to 
this their beautiful and charming Scheme 
of Religion, or to make the one con- 
fiſteut with the other. 

To which end, it was neceſſary they 
ſhould talk with the Scriptures, and by 
ſome means or other bring them over 
to their fide. And theſe they managed 
with great Dexterity and Addreſs, They 
attentively liſtened to the Sound, and 
watched the Looks of every Phraſe, Word 
and Syllable; and wherever they diſcover- 
ed the leaſt Clink, or Appearance of Fa- 
vour, they ſearched no further, for fear 
of finding a Change of Countenance, and 
the Sound contradicted by the Senſe, but 
immediately counted them as Friends, 
content with the Civilities they had ſhewn 
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them. Such Texts as ſeemed tractable 
and coming they treated a little modeſtly; 
with theſe a gentle wreſting, or bending 
was ſufficient; but for ſuch as were ſtub- 
born and inflexible, they had Racks and 
Tortures to force their Compliance. 
Whence ſome that were inclined to ſpeak 
literally, they made to ſpeak metaphori- 
cally; and others that were diſpoſed to 
ſpeak metaphorically, they conſtrained to 
ſpeak literally; and others again that 
were mute, and unwilling to ſpeak at all, 
for their Contempt they turned into 

Allegory. 
Then the Church of Rome (to which 
on many Accounts they were much 
obliged, and as, gratefully returned the 
Obligation) had taught them to put ag 
arbitrary Senſe upon Scripture, and to ſet 
up for infallible Interpreters: with this 
difference, that the one derive their Infal- 
libility from the holy Apoſtle St. Peter, 
the other from the immediate Inſpiration | 
of the Holy Ghoſt.— When by theſe 
Arts and Aſſiſtances they had brought 
over 
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over the Scriptures to their Intereſt, there 


was only one thing wanting to complete 


their Deſign ; and that was, to find out 
an Expedient for preventing the Impo- 
ſition being detected, and the Impoſtors 
expoſed. This, tho' it hath the Ap- 
pearance of a great Difficulty, was, with 
our ſpiritual Politicians, the eafieſt thing 
in the World. For as ſuch Detection was 
the moſt likely to come from the Clergy, 
they had nothing more to do than to keep 
the People from their Paſtors, by giving 
them hard Names, recommended by 
Scripture Language, enforced with an 
Apoſtolic Energy, and by dreſſing them 
up in ſuch odious Colours as were enough 
to fright the one from coming near the 
other. Beſides which, they ſoon by 
their Craft and Cunning gained ſuch an 
Aſcendancy over their weak and ignorant 
Followers, that their Command, or even 
Exhortation, not to hear any Preachers, 
or read any Books, or attend to any Ar- 
guments, in Oppoſition to their new Di- 
vinity, was ſufficient to diſcourage, and 
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deter them from it. — By theſe Artifices 
they held them in Darkneſs, and ſuffered 
not the leaſt Glimmering or Ray of Light 
to beam upon them, except that ſecret 
and ſupernatural Illumination, which the 
Spirit, thro' their Preaching, conveyed 
into them. 

This I conceive to be a true and faith- 
ful Account of the original, Methodiſtical 
Scheme. In which if I am miſtaken, I 
ſhall always be ready, and defirous to 
retract my Error. 

But here it is proper and neceſſary to 
be obſerved, that this Scheme hath received 
great Helps and Improvements from the 
Junction or Alliance of the Hutchin- 

ſonian Set, Whoſe Author,* the late 
inſpired Mr. Hutchinſon, hath done ſin- 
gular Service to the Methodiſt Preachers. 
| For 


* Sce a Treatiſe, intituled, The Uſe of Reaſon 
aſſerted in Matters of Religion: or, Natural Religion 
the Foundation of Revealed: by Ralph Heathcote, 
A. M. Preacher Aſſiſtant at Lincoln's Inn. Second 
Edition. London, printed for Thomas Payne, Corner 
of Duke's Court, Caſtle- ſtreet, near the Mews-gate, 
1756. In which the ingenious Author, towards the 
Cloſe of his Diſcourſe, beginning at Page 85, hath 
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For beſides his joining with them in their 
loud and terrible Outcry againſt human 
Learning and natural Religion, he hath 
by his critical Skill and Acumen in the 
Hebrew Language (which he learnt under 
Ground, as he uſed to ſay for himſelf, the 
dark Boxwels of the Earth being his School, 
and the inſpired Light his Maſter, as ſome 
of his Admirers fay for him,) found out, 
as 1s pretended, the beſt Key for explain- 
ing the mediatorial Scheme, and the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; hath from the 
Old Teſtament ſtruck out for them a new 
Revelation; hath opened to them Myſteries 
in Abundance, which lay deeper than the 
ſubterraneous Apartment, in which he 
{ſtudied and explored them; Myſteries 
which they would never have conceived, 
or dreamt of ; and hath put them in a 
way how to ſupply themſelves with as 
many more as they pleaſe, and that upon 


by Extracts from Mr, Hutchinſon's own Writings, 
obliged the World with ſuch aView of his Principles, 
as one would think could not fail to beget in the 
Mind of every ſerious Chriſtian, or even ſober and 


honeft Man, an utter Deteſtation or Abhorrence of 
them. | 
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very cheap and eafy Terms. They need 
not, like their great Principal and Patron, 
make the dark Bowels of the Earth their 
School, nor Hebrew Roots their Diet; a 
tittle ſmattering of that ſacred Language, 
joined with a piercing Wit, and lively 
Imagination, is ſufficient. By the help 
of which, and having the ſame inſpired 
Ligbt that he had for their Maſter, ſome 
of the moſt illiterate of our New Stile 
Preachers (who triumph, and with great 
| Reaſon if they knew it, in their Fooliſh- 
neſs of Preaching) are all at once become 
acute and penetrating Hebrew Etymolo- 
giſts, critically ſkilful in Scripture Hiero- 
glyphics, Adepts in typical and allegorical 
Learning, and as dextrous at amuſing 
and confounding the weak and wondering 
Crowd, as the firſt Rabbi of their Tribe; 
or, to ſay all in fewer and better Words, 
which I will take the Liberty of borrow- 
ing from one of the ingenious and ſpirited 
Writers before quoted, at their Will and 
Pleaſure, every thing is made a Type, 
every Text is wreſted into Allegory, every 
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Fat hath, a. double. Meaning, and even 
Names, like ſo many, Abacadebras of Mas 
gicians, contain My/terics, and can work 
Wonders. 

And now you have the, full Portrait of 
that frightful Monſter called Mrthodiſim: 
made far more monſtrous than it was, in 
itſelf, by the adjun&, os aeceſſion of 
Hutcbinſonian Conceit and: Arrogance. 
Very ugly and deformed it was before, 
but then it appeared plain and ſimple in 
its Deformity; whereas now you behold 
it trick d up and decorated with borrowed 
Ornaments, and ſtrutting in Oriental 
Buſkins, fitted to it by the Labour and 
Ingenuity of that indefatigable Man, and 


exquiſite Genius, the unparallel'd Mr. 
Hutchinſon, * 


* Tf this ſhould ſeem inconſiſtent with the true Cha- 
rater of the Methodiſts, who are known to deſpiſe 
Human Learning, let it be remembered, that fo did 
Mr. Hutchinſon, notwithſtanding his wonderful Pro- 
ficiency in it. Beſides, in whom do the Methodiſts 
deſpiſe it? Not in themſelves, but in others. One of 
their own; Writers hath told you, that tho? it is of 
great Uſe, and a great Bleſſing, when in a ſanctified 
and renewed Miniſter, yet in a carnal and unrege- 
rate one, it is the greateſt Enemy to Truth; and who 
(in his Opinion) is the ſanctified, and who the car- 
nal Miniſter, I need not ſay. 
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From which Draught, and what hath 
been ſaid in the former Part of my Diſ- 
courſe, it is very evident with what 
Force and Energy the Apoſtle's Caution 
to the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, 
comes home to the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of the Clergy, or Paſtors af the 
Church of England Take beed unto your 
ſelves, and to all the Flocks over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, &c, 
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(LAEXEXEXERSLNEXEXERXEL) 
P ART III. 


O ME may be apt to think, the firſt 
Part of the Apoſtle's Caution, Take 
heed unto yourſelves, to have been needleſs, 
—But why? Doth our Church lay any 
| Claim to Infallibility ? Or are the Clergy 
particularly exempt from all poſſibility, 
or danger of Deluſion? We claim no 
ſuch Privilege. 
Our blefſed Saviour, when warning 
his Diſciples to beware of thoſe falſe Pro- 
phets, which he foreſaw would ariſe to 
vex and diſturb his Church, intimated, 
that their Subtilty would be great enough 
to decerve, if poſſible, the very Elect. Which 
Prediction was ſadly verified, during the 
three firſt Centuries. Several of the pious 
and venerable Fathers having been a little 
Warped in their Chriſtian Principles, by 
ſuch cunning Corrupters of the true Faith: 
eſpecially Tertullian, who was unhappily 
drawn 
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drawn into certain Errors of the Monta- 
' miſts, as ſotne of out own Clergy have 
lately been into thoſe of the Methodiſts. 
Whence it is plain, that the Caution in 
the Text, take heed unto yourſelves, was 
then not unneteſſary, but is now alfo very 
ſeaſonable. 

The ſecond Part of the ſame Caution, 
and to all the Flock, &c. will, I ſuppoſe, 
want no Apology. Theſe, it will be on 
all hands allowed, are very ſubject to be 
ſeduced, and that it is the Duty of Shep- 
herds to watch over them, and guard 
them againſt Seduction. But the misfor- 
tune is, that many who allow this to be 
our Duty, and are ready on all occaſions 
to remind us of it, and to urge to us very 
freely the Apoſtle's Argument on which 
it is grounded, viz. That we are appointed 
by the Holy Ghoſt to that ſacred Office, yet 
are diſpleaſed with our faithful Perform- 
ance of it: and when, with true Sim- 
plicity, and a becoming Zeal, we fore- 
warn, and endeavour to forearm them 
againſt thoſe Seducers, the Methodiſt- 


Preachers, 
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Preachers, they fooliſhly call it, Preach- 
ing Chriſt of Contention : whence -we 


may reaſonably ſuſpe&t that they are 


tainted, and conſequently ſtand more in 
need of our Advice and Applications, 
However that be, certain it is that to 
take heed unto ourſelves and to our Flocks, 
that neither wwe nor they be led away by 
thoſe deceitful Workers, is indiſpenſably 
required of us. And therefore, without 
conſulting who will be angry, or who 
will be pleaſed, but ſtudious only how all 
may be profited; I ſhall now confider 
wherein our Care conſiſts, in both re- 
ſpects. 

Iſt. then, with reſpect to ourſelves. 

Our firſt Care ſhould be, candidly and 


fairly to examine their Doctrines. For, 


as to cenſure them unexamined, would be 
unjuſt, ſo to do the ſame, without a fair 
and impartial Examination, would be 
ungenerous. We ought therefore to en- 
quire into their Nature and Tendency— 
their Truth or Falſehood. In the for- 
mer of which Enquiries, Reaſen is to be 
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our Guide; of her we muſt aſk, whethet 
they are agreeable to our natural Notions 
of the Supreme Being ? whether they are 
worthy of God, and tend to the Happineſs 
of Man ? 

In the latter, our only Rule is the Scrip- 
tures. - But ſince theſe, like all other 
Writings, are capable of various Con- 
ſtructions, therefore to the finding out 
the true, many other Rules are neceſſary 
to be obſerved.— For Inſtance, we 
ought to compare Scripture with Scrip- 
ture; and ſee how one agrees with an- 
other, and every Part with the Scope and 
Tenor of the Whole, and with the main 
Drift, or Deſign of Chriſtianity :— To 
interpret obſcure and ambiguous Texts or 
Paſſages, by others that are clear and 
certain : To keep cloſe to the Letter, 
where it may be done without Abſurdity 
or Impropriety ; and, where Metaphors 
are unavoidable, to be chaſte and modeſt 
in the Uſe and Application of them. 
To conſult the ableſt and beſt Critics 
and Commentators, eſpecially thoſe of the 
| pureſt 
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pureſt and moſt primitive Antiquity: and 
above all the Sentiments of the Catholic, 
or Univerſal Church, not only in the firſt; 
but in all After-Ages, excepting that un- 
happy Period, during which it was over- 
ſpread with the thick Clouds of Popith 
Ignorance and Superſtition,—- Theſe are 
a few of thoſe Laws, which ſhould be 
obſerved in the Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture : which .otherwiſe would be a very 
blind Guide, or rather a Lesbian Rule, 
that would bend to the Humour cf every 
one who uſed it. 

So that ſince the Methodiſt-Preachers 
pretend to build themſelves upon Scrip- 
ture-Authority, after having firſt enquir- 
ed into the Nature and Tendency of their 
Doctrines; our next Enquiry ſhould be, 
how they interpret thoſe Scriptures, on 
which they would found them. And if, 
upon ſuch a Scrutiny, we ſhould diſcover 
that their Doctrines are conſiſtent with 
Reaſon, with our natural Notions of the 

Deity, with the Honour of GO D, and 
the Happineſs of Man ; and that in the 

i Inter- 
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our Guide; of her we muſt aſk, whethet 
they are agreeable to our natural Notions 
of the Supreme Being ? whether they are 
worthy of God, and tend to the Happineſs 
of Man? 

In the latter, our only Rule is the Scrip- 
tures.— But ſince theſe, like all other 
Writings, are capable of various Con- 
ſtructions, therefore to the finding out 
the true, many other Rules are neceſſary 
to be obſerved. For Inſtance, we 
ought to compare Scripture with Scrip- 
ture; and ſee how one agrees with an- 
other, and every Part with the Scope and 
Tenor of the Whole, and with the main 
Drift, or Deſign of Chriſtianity: To 
interpret obſcure and ambiguous Texts or 
Paſſages, by others that are clear and 
certain: To keep cloſe to the Letter, 
where it may be done without Abſurdity 
or Impropriety ; and, where Metaphors 
are unavoidable, to be chaſte and modeſt 
in the Uſe and Application of them: 
To conſult the ableſt and beſt Critics 
and Commentators, eſpecially thoſe of the 

pureſt 
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pureſt and moſt primitive Antiquity: and 
above all the Sentiments of the Catholic, 
or Univerſal Church, not only in the firſt, 
but in all After-Ages, excepting that un- 
happy Period, during which it was over- 
ſpread with the thick Clouds of Popiſh 
Ignorance and Superſtition.— Theſe are 
a few of thoſe Laws, which ſhould be 
obſerved in the Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture : which .otherwiſe would be a very 
blind Guide, or rather a Lesbian Rule, 
that would bend to the Humour cf every 
one who uſed it. 

So that ſince the Methodiſt-Preachers 
pretend to build themſelves upon Scrip- 
ture-Authority, after having firſt enquir- 
ed into the Nature and Tendency of their 
Doctrines; our next Enquiry ſhould be, 
how they interpret thoſe Scriptures, on 
which they would found them. And if, 


upon ſuch a Scrutiny, we ſhould diſcover 
that their Doctrines are conſiſtent with 


Reaſon, with our natural Notions of the 
Deity, with the Honour of GO D, and 
the Happineſs of Man; and that in the 

E Inter- 
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Interpretation of the Scriptures, by 
which they ſeek to eſtabliſh them, they 
have conformed to the Laws, or Rules, I 
have been mentioning, we ſhould be both 


* uncharitable and unjuſt, in ſtigmatizing 


them by the Name of falſe Teachers, 
But, if on the other hand, we ſhould find 
that their Doctrines are in themſelves un- 
reaſonable and ridiculous, claſh with our 
natural Ideas of the Divine Attributes and 
Perfections, with the End and Deſign of 
all Religion, with the Honour of G O D, 
the Intereſt of Society, and Man's both 
preſent and future Happineſs; if we 
ſhould find that their Method of inter- 
preting the Scriptures, cited by them, is 
contrary to all the right and juſt Rules 
of Interpretation, and that their Senſe of 
them is repugnant to that of the moſt 
pious and learned Chriſtian Writers, to 
the Judgment of the wiſeſt and holieſt 
Fathers and Martyrs, and to the conſent 
of the Univerſal Church, in its earlieſt 
and pureſt State; it we ſhould find, that 


. ſometimes they ſtick rlgſo to the Letter, 


where 


. 

where Reaſon and common Senſe require 
4 Metaphor, and at other times ramble 
into unneceſſary Metaphors, craſtily to 
ſerve their own turn; if we ſhould find, 
that they explain what is dark by ſome- 
thing more obſcure, and make what is 
plain and caſy, myſterious and unintelli- 
Sible, taking away that Light they never 
bring; if we ſhould find that they con- 
found the Sctiptures, ſetting one Text at 
variance with another, and both with a 
third, and deſtroy not only the Order 
and Harmony, but alſo the End and In- 
tention of all, which was not to make 
Men conceited and enthuſiaſtical, but vir- 
tuous and good - in ſhort, if we ſhould 
find, that in the Interpretation of thoſe 
inſpired Writings, they are governed by no 
Law, but that of their own proud, per- 
verſe, poſitive Will or Humour; that 
they deſpiſe all Helps and Aſſiſtances for 
their underſtanding them aright, except 
what they pretend to receive immediately 
from the Holy Ghoſt; that from this vain 
Imagination of their being taught of God, 

E 2 | they 
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they preſume to fix the moſt unreaſon- 
able, unnatural, and even monſtrous Senſe 
upon them; and, to crown all, that 
they place ſuch their vile Perverſion and 
Proſtitution of them to the Account of 
the Bleſſed Spirit; if, I ſay, we ſhould 
find this to be the Caſe, then 1 hope wg 
may, without the leaſt Breach of either 
Juſtice or Charity, pronounce them not 
N only falſe Teachers, but alſo, in the Lan- 
5 guage of St. Jude, filthy Dreamers, turn- 
J Ing Faith into Fancy, and the Goſpel in- 
I to Farce, and thereby adding Blaſphemy 
to Enthuſiaſm. 

Thus it is that we (I ſpeak of my 
| ] own order) ſhould ae heed unto ourſelves, 
| if we would not be deceived by thoſe 
falſe Teachers: We ſhould, in the firſt 
place, carefully and candidly examine 
their Doctrines, and the true Senſe of the 
Scriptures, which they would force to 
patronize and ſupport them: And after 
this, ſhould we fall into their Errors, I 
cannot think it is the Methodrſts, but our 


own Hearts that muſt be the Deceivers. 
And 


P 
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And therefore our next Buſineſs is, 
to guard theſe againſt a Temptation, 
which that conceited Sect hath acciden- 
tally thrown in our way; I mean a fa- 
vourable Opportunity of indulging certain 
corrupt and diſorderly Paſſions and Af- 
fections, to which we are ſubject like 
other Men. And I am fully perſuaded, 
(tho' very ſorry to ſay it) that this Bait 
hath catched thoſe few of the Clergy, 
who have adopted the falſe Notions of the 
Methodiſts, or gone into their fooliſh 
way of Preaching. It can hardly be ſup- 
poſed, that Perſons of a liberal Educa- 
tion, regularly trained up for the Mini- 
ſtry, and whoſe Converſation, from the 
very Nature of their Profeſſion, ought to 
be chiefly with the Scriptures, and the 
ableſt and beſt Writers upon them, 
ſhould ſo egregiouſly play the Fool upon 
Principle; but that they are led into it by 
worſe Views or Motives. And tho' it 
would be a little too bold poſitively to ſay 
what their Inducements are, yet we may 
reaſonably ſuſpe& Spiritual Pride, Vain- 
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Glory, Reſentment, Envy, the Love: of 
Applauſe, or Popularity, any, or all of 
theſe, to lie at the Root: For Inſtance; 
one probably may imagine, that in the 
rational way of diſcourſing, he is too 
much limited or confined, or hath not 
room enough to diſplay the Orator: A 
ſecond may be ſtung with the fancied 
Neglect of his conſpicuous Merit: A third 
may be mortified to behold: that Mitre 
upon another Head, which (in his opini- 
on) would fit ſo much more gracefully 
upon his own: A fourth may think the 
Preacher happy, who is followed from 
Church to Church, and where-ever he 
goes is ſure to draw a Crowd after him; 
and, obſerving by what Method ſome 
have arrived at that Happineſs, may 
thence be tempted to become an Adven- 
turer upon the ſame Bottom: Which 
laſt, as it is the leaſt criminal, I am wil. 
ling to hope is the moſt general Motive; 
eſ pecially amongſt the younger Brethren, 
who are apt to eſteem that Popularity as 
an u Honour, which the more Experienced 

look 
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took upon as the reverſe. But the Truth 
is, if we would all be ſafe and ſecure 
from the Deluſion of thoſe falſe Teach. 
ers, I have all along had in View, his, 
and every other the like Evil, or irregu- 
Er Affection, muſt be conquered,.or kept 
under, for they are the moſt dangerous 
Auxiliaries in the Cheat. 
So much for taking heed to ourſelves, 
— It is next to be conſidered, how we 
are to take heed: to our Flocks, that they be 
not deluded and decoyed from us. For 
ſince we have already been deſpoiled of 
many, it is fit we ſhould look more cir- 
cumſpectly and carefully to the reſt, 
Firſt then, we ought to give them No- 
tice of their perilous Situation. And 
for this we have. the Example of the 


great Apoſtle, in the Verſe immediately 
following my Text, . Therefore watch and 
remember, that for the ſpace of three Years 
I have warned you Night and Day with 
Tears, which Words have reference not 
only to the Elders, but alſo to the whole 
Church; and afford us a fine Proof or 
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Inſtance of his extraordinary Care and 
Vigilance in protecting it from thoſe Im- 
poſtors, or Deceivers he was aware of, 
and at the ſame time an excellent Leſſon 
how to behave on the like Occaſion. By 
this we are taught, that in warning our 
People of the prevailing Errors and In- 
fluence of the Methodiſt-Preachers, we 
ought to perſevere in our Cautions ; not 
to think a ſhort and caſual Hint now and 
then from the Pulpit, join'd with a few 
Ebullitions of Wit, or ſtrokes of Satire 
ſufficient; (ſuch Spouts or Stings alone 
are harmleſs to our Foes, and uſeleſs to 
our Flocks); but by ſober and ſolid Argu- 
ments, frequently and zealouſly urged 
and inculcated, to ſet before them their 
Dangerz and having endeavoured to 
awake them into a due Senſe of it, our 
next Step ſhould be; | 

Secondly, to put them into a proper 
Poſture of Defence, and to fortify them 
againſt it, in the beſt Manner we are 
able ; and what that is, the Example of 
the ſame Apoſtle hath again inſtructed us. 


I have 
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J have kept back nothing that was profit- 
able unto you, but have ſhewed you and taught 
you publickly and from Houſe to Houſe, te- 
ſtiſying both to the Jeus and alſo to the 
Greeks, Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - Acts xx. 
20, 21. Here it is proper to be obſerved, 
that St. Paul conſiders Repentance and 
Faith in their moſt comprehenſive Senſe, 
as including all other Chriſtian Doctrines 


deducible from them, and connected with 


them, and which doubtleſs in his Preach- 
ing he inculcated as well as theſe. — The 
ſame is incumbent upon ws; for tho' a 
thorough Knowledge of theſe alone is ſuf- 
ficient to as many as are able of them- 
ſelves to make ſuch Deductions, or diſ- 
cover ſuch Connection, yet to others it is 
not. The Condition of our People in 
general, requires us to be more explicit ; 
to deduce thoſe ſeveral derivative Doctrines 
for them, to ſhew them how they are 
connected; and to illuſtrate and explain 
to them each Doctrine, particularly and 
diſtinctly, and with all the Perſpicuity 

; we 
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we can; eſpetially ſuch-as have been. cor- 
rupted or vitiated, clogged. or incumbered 
by the Methodiſt-Preachers. In theſe we 
ought more. aſſiduouſly and. earneſtly: to 
inſtruct them; to make. them perfectly 
acquainted with the Scriptures - from 
which we draw them, and with thoſe alſo 
by which ſuch Preachers change and per- 
vert them; and to ſet cu Interpretations 
and theirs, with the Authorities by which 
they are on both Sides ſupported or de- 
fended, in a fair and oppoſite View; 
that ſo by comparing the one with the 
_ other, the humbleſt Capacity, joined with 
an honeſt Heart, may caſily determine 
whether of them is right, —— Was this 
done inthe conſtant Courſe of our Preach» 
ing, it could not but have a very good 
Effect. For ſure I am, there are many 
who are inclined to think more favour- 
ably of the Errors of the Methodiſts, or 
rather not to think them in any Error 
at all, purely for want of better Infor- 
mation. Be that as it will, our do- 
ing this, is ſo neceſſary to our taking 
| * beed 
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heed to our Flocks, that it would be in 


vain to pretend to- juſtify ourſelves in the 
Neglect or Omiſſion of it. For it was 
from a Conſciouſneſs of his having faith- 
fully performed this, that the Apoſtle 
makes this ſolemn. Appeal to the Church 
of Epheſus for his Integrity. Wherefore I 
take you to: Record; ſays he, this Doy, that 
Fam free from tie Blood of all Men; for 
T have not ſhunned to diclare unto you all 
the Counſel of God. Acts xx. 26, 27. 

| Thirdly, the Care of our Flocke re- 
quires: us to preſs: home to them the 
Duty of a conſtant Attendance apo; and 
conſcientious. Adherence 70 their own 
particular Churches: which, beſides: ma- 
ny incomparable Privileges and Advan- 
tages that attend it, is at a// times one 
ſtrong Barrier againſt Error and Se- 
duction, and at ibis more eſpecially, when 
the Methodiſt-Preachers are no longer 
confined to Tabernacles; and other the 
like Haunts peculiar to themſelves, but 
have found the way into our Churches, 
jntruding into av many as they poſſibly 


can, 


e 
can, for the wider ſpreading of their new 


and ſtrange Divinity: So that Men can- 
not now ſtrole from Church to Church, 
as heretofore (a Cuſtom much to be la- 
mented) without greater Hazard of being 
corrupted or enſnared. On which Ac- 
count, we ought to labour more abundant- 
ly, to keep our Flocks within our own 
Folds, and to reſtore, as far as lies in us, 
the primitive, but long- neglected, Prac- 
tice of Parochial Communion ; by ſetting 
forth the Excellency of the Inſtitution ; 
how much mare conducive it is to De- 
cency and Order, to the Peace and Unity 
of the Chriſtian Church, to the better 
Edification (in' the right Senſe of that 
Word) of private Chriſtians, and (which 
is moſt to my preſent Purpoſe) to the 
keeping them ſtedfaſt in the true Faith 
of Chriſt, and to the preſerving them 
from falſe, or unſettled Principles ; than 
ranging, or running about, from one 
Church to another, as Fancy, or as Hu- 
mour leads them. | 
It muſt be confefled, ſuch wantan 
Rambling 


9 

Rambling may plead Preſcription, and 
beſides long Uſe and Cuſtom, hath alſo 
on its fide an Infirmity, natural to Man, 
called by Solomon, the wandering of the 
Defire, and by St. Paul (more directly to 
the Point) ztching Ears: How then? 
Are not all evil Propenſities and wrong 
Habits to be oppoſed ? And why not 7his 
as well as the reſt ?—It muſt alſo be al- 
lowed, that Men have found out various 
other Pleas and Pretences in Juſtification 
of this: But ſuch Pleas and Pretences are 
weak and trifling; and were we not 
ſometimes to ſhew them that they are ſo, 
we ſhould, by that Neglect, furniſh them 
with one Plea worth them all, and one 
that we could not anſwer, which is, that 
we did not inſtru them better. 
Well, but hath not this been a thouſand 
times done? How many Sermons have 

been preached, and how many Treatiſes 
_ publiſhed, for the refuting and reform- 
ing this Error, and yet how much do 
we ſee the Matter mended ? How much 
it is mended, I ſhall not take upon me to 
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ay; but this 1 will venture to afficm; 
that had it not been for ſuch Oppoſition, 
we ſhould have found it much worſe; 
which is Reaſon ſufficient for our con- 
tinuing to oppoſe it. And tho' we muft 
never hope totally to remove an Evil fs 
rooted in Nature, and confirmed by Ha- 
bit, or prevail with all we are concerned 
with to keep ſtrictly, in their public 
Worſhip, within the bounds of their own 
Pariſh Churches; yet poſſibly we may, 
by our ſeaſonable Advice and Admoni- 
tions, be able to check its Growth, and 
to reſtrain ſome, if not altogether from 
hunting after New Teachers ; at leaſt, from 
following thoſe of the Methodiſts, and 
from mixing with any Aſſembly, or Con- 
gregation, where their Ears may be 
poiſoned by the enthuſiaſtical and in- 
toxicating Doctrines of ſuch vain De- 
claimers. So far our Hopes may be in- 
dulged. But ſhould we be therein diſ- 
appointed, the next Means I fhall men- 


tion of taking heed to our Flocks, pro- 
miſeth better Succeſs.— 


And 
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And that is, Fourthly, H we cannot 
keep our People from ſuch Preachers, to 
uſe our utmoſt Efforts and Endeavours, to 
keep ſuch Preachers from our Pulpits. 

But this being a nice and tender Point, 
which requires ſome Time and Delicacy 
to treat it in ſuch a manner, as that it 
may be uſeful to all, without giving juſt 
Cauſe of Offence to any, I ſhall reſpite 
the Conſideration of it till the next Op- 
portunity, when J ſhall put an End to 
this Subjet.— | 

Yet before I diſmiſs you, permit me 
to obviate an Objection, which naturally 
enough may offer itſelf to my whole Diſ- 
courſe upon 1t. 

It may perhaps be ſaid, that I ſeem to 
have miſtaken my Audience; and have 
been long preaching to the People, what 
is only proper for an Aſſembly of Di vines, 
and conſequently have in a manner been 
preaching to myſelf. 

It is very true, I have been ſetting forth 
a Duty peculiar to the Clergy, But then 
pray remember, that it is a Duty which 

(as 


(685) 
(as J hinted before) we rarely diſchatge 
without diſguſting ſome of our Hearers : 
who are apt, if our Inſtructions happen 
to be leſs palatable than wholeſome, to 
ſerve us, as our Maſter's Diſciples did 
him, that is, to tnrn their Backs, and 
walk no more with us; nay, what is ſtill 
worſe, to give us hard Words at parting, - 
and to keep up their Reſentment till it 
hath pretty well ſpent itſelf in Clamour 
and InveCtive. And this more particu- 
larly hath been our Misfortune, when 
we have been affectionately adviſing them, 
to beware of the Leaven of thoſe modern 
Phariſees, the Methodiſts. 


Hence ye may perceive, that the Laity 
are more intereſted or concerned in my 
preſent Subject, than you might at firſt 
imagine. And that as the Duty of the 
Preacher is expreſſly contained n it, ſo 
the Duty of the Hearer plainly reſults 
from it. For if (as hath been ſhewed, 
and as the Text imports) every Paſtor is 
under the moſt ſtrict and ſolemn Obliga- 
tion, to /ake heed to his Flock, as at all 

: times, 
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times, ſo eſpecially when he apprehends 
them to be in more immediate Danger, 
it follows that they alſo are equally obliged 
to hear his Voice : or however they may 
be more taken with the Voice of Strang- 
ers, ſtill to hear his with Patience, if not 
with Pleaſure. 

In ſhort, as we are often thought over- 
officious and troubleſome, when we are 
only doing what the Nature of our Office 
requires, it is very proper that the Laity 
as well as Clergy ſhould be put in mind 
of that Office. For nothing is more likely 
to reconcile our People to our ſeaſonable 
Admonitions, than ſhewing them that it 
is no other than a Truſt veſted in us for 
their Welfare : and that whatever they 
may think, it is not their Ohinion, but our 
own Conſciences alone, that can acquit us 
at that aweful Tribunal,, where we muſt 
one Day be accountable for our Stew- 
ardſhip. 

This Reflection, one would imagine, 
ſhould be ſufficient to drive all Prejudice 


from the Heart, and to entitle us to an 
F obedient 
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obedient Ear. Upon this however it was 
that the Apoſtle founded his Injunction, 
with which I ſhall conclude, 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, 
and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for 


your Souls, as they that muſt give an 
Account. 


PART 
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ITHOUT either Preface or Re- 
capitulation, I ſhall now proceed 
where I laſt left off; and ſhew, that if 
we cannot, by all fair Arguments and Diſ- 
ſuaſives, keep our People from the Metho- 
diſi- Preachers, we ought to uſe our ut- 
moſt Endeavours to keep ſuch Preachers 
from our Pulpits. 

In this piece of Care, I doubt we have 
hitherto been greatly wanting, and that 
inſtead of driving em thence, have ſome- 
times rather invited em thither ; which is 
acting a worſe Part than the Hireling 
Shepherd, in our Saviour's Parable: He 
careleſly fled when he ſaw the Wolf com- 
ing, but we courteouſly open the Dor, e and 
let him in. 

Inſtances of this ſort, J hope, are but 
few. But it is a truth neither to be de- 
nied nor diſſembled, that Methodiſt- 

| F a Preach- 
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Preachers, well known to be ſuch, hav- 
ing diſtinguiſhed themſelves, both by 
their Preaching and Writing, do ſrequent- 
ly gain admittance into the Pulpits of this 
Metropolis, by the Permiſſion of thoſe, 
who, in Obedience to the Apoſtle's Pre- 
cept, ſhould be the firſt to oppoſe it; and 
without whoſe Conſent, or Connivance, 
that Nuſance could not be. 

Why they permit it, we neither know, 
nor is it worth our while to enquire. For 


either they do believe the Perſons to 


whom they are ſo indulgent, to be falfe 
Teachers, or they do not. If the latter, 
no other Reaſon is wanted; if the for- 
mer, none will bear the mentioning : nor 
in that Caſe, I preſume, would any one, 
whatever Reaſons he' might have, think 
proper to communicate them, but keep 
them to himſelf, For, fince as Shepherds, 


-we are bound to take heed unto our 


Flicks, what Reaſons could we have, that 


we ſhould not be ſhy to own, for letting 


the Ve, into our Folds? 
It would look like a Reflection upon 
many 
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many worthy Incumbents of this City 
and Suburbs, who appear to conſent to, or 
connive at the Nuſance I am ſpeaking of, 
to doubt their Diſapprobation of Metho- 
diſtical Principles, at the ſame time that 
they allow the Uſe of their Pulpits to the 
Methodilt- Preachers. And yet it ſeems 
impoſſible to reconcile the one to the 
other, or to conceive how they can diſ- 
approve of Principles in their Heart, to 
the Propagation of which they lend 
their helping Hand. 

This is a Myſtery, and fo I muſt leave 
it, without attempting a Solution of which 
to me it appears incapable, I ſhall only 
add, that I cannot ſuſpect them of being 
Well-wiſhers to the Cauſe of Methodiſm, 
or of intending the leaſt Injury, or Diſ- 
honour to our eſtabliſhed Church. 

But however we are inclined both to 
think and ſpeak tenderly of their Inten- 
tion, nothing can be more evident than 
that our Church ſuffers greatly by ſuch a 
Conduct. For is it not behaving injuri- 
ouſly and diſhonourably to her, to ſhew 

| | F 3 any 
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any Countenance to thoſe her ungracious 
and ungrateful Sons, who have perfidi- 
ouſly ſet up a Scheme for undermining 
her Doctrines, laying waſte her Diſci- 
pline, and getting her Authority into 
their own Hands; and who are perpetu- 
ally practiſing every Art for drawing the 
reſt of her Children into the Confederacy ? 
Or can we afford them greater Counte- 
nance, than that of favouring them with 
ouf Pulpits? That ſuch Preachers are not 
filenced, is an extraordinary Inſtance of 
Lenity ; that they are not more oppoſed, 
may be thought a proper Token of Con- 
tempt; but this is ſuch a Mark of Eſteem 
as one cannot reflect upon without Aſto- 
niſhment and Concern, For is not this 
to take part with thoſe turbulent and 
treacherous Men? Is it not to aſſiſt their 
Cauſe, to abet their Faction, to encourage 
their Abuſes, and to contribute to delude 
thoſe, whom it is our Duty to guard 
againſt Delufion ? I am fully perſuaded 
that ſome, who have, I know not how, 
been led into that Error, meant none of 
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theſe bad Conſequences; but the Con ſe- 
quences are the ſame, whatever was their 
Meaning. And I can only ſtand amazed, 
that they who would not upon any Ac- 
count receive into their Houſes a known 
Traitor to the State, ſhould yet be pre- 
vailed upon to admit into their Pulpits a 
known Traitor to the Church. I hope 1 
do not exceed the juſt Bounds of Mode- 
ration, J am ſure not of Truth, when I 
conſider thoſe under that Character, who 
at the ſame time that they eat of her 
Bread, are eating out her Bowels; or, 
which is the ſame thing, are preying upon 
herVitals, and deſtroying her Conſtitution: 
the Caſe of all thoſe new Gofpel-Preach- 
ers, who have not yet ſeparated them- 
ſelves from us; but who, after the Ex- 
ample of their ſubtle Predeceſſors, ſeem 
only to continue in the Boſom of the 
Church, till they can ſecure a ſafer Re- 
treat, and warmer Bed in that of the 
Tabernacle.— And ought we then to 
ſecond this Scheme, by giving them Op- 
portunities of extending their Influence, 
F 4 of 
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of multiplying Diſciples, and of gather- 
ing Congregations out of ours ? 

That any Lover of our Eccleſiaſtical 
Eſtabliſhment ſhould be capable of falling 
into ſuch a Miſtake, we ſhould think it 
hardly pofible, did not our own __ 


ence convince us it is Zrue. 

But here I muſt obſerve (tho' at firſt it 
may ſeem a little inconſiſtent with what 
hath gone before) that this Error for the 
moſt part hath ſo generous and amiable 
an Origin, or proceeds from ſo good a 
Cauſe, that one cannot help being ſorry 
that it ſhould be productive of ſo bad an 
Effect. The Cauſe I mean is Charity, 
and that of a moſt excellent Kind, -the 
Support of Schools inſtituted for the Edu- 
cation of poor Children : than which a 
better Inſtitution can ſcarcely be con- 
ceived, nor any Place found, where it is 


more remarkably encouraged, than in 


this opulent and charitable City, But the 
Misfortune is, that the Zeal of the Go- 
vernors, or Managers of thoſe pious Foun- 
dations, is too apt ſometimes to hurry 

them 
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them into improper Meaſures for promot- 
ing their Intereſt, as particularly in the 
Caſe of their Charity Sermons. From 
which, in order to raiſe the largeſt Con- 
tributions, they are very ſubject to ap- 
point a Methodiſtical Orator. Whence it 
is that our Pulpits of late Years have been 
ſo infeſted with thoſe popular Declaimers. 
Tho' I hope this Diſeaſe is at preſent not 
ſo predominant as it hath been, and 


therefore as it hath remitted, might be 


the more caſily cured, would thoſe wor- 
thy Governors only take theſe few ge 
into Conſideration. 


1ſt. That the beſt End is vitiated when 
purſued by wrong or injurious Means.— 
2dly, That to have recourſe to any unbe- 
coming Arts, or irregular Methods, for 
the better Support of their Schools, re- 
flects a Diſhonour upon their laudable 
Undertaking, and argues a Diſtruſt of 
Providence. zdly, That to provide for 
the poor Children by improper, or indi- 
rect Ways, is a bad Example to them, 
and may have an unhappy Influence upon 
their 
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their Behaviour during the whole Courſe 
of their Lives. — Athly, That as the princi- 
pal End, or Deſign of Charity Schools, 
is the training up and grounding ſuch 
Children in the true Principles of the 
Church of England, therefore to appoint 
Preachers on the Occaſions mentioned, 
who inculcate quite contrary Doctrines, 
or Notions, and whoſe Maſter-craft 1s 
that of an eaſy Manner of infinuating 
themſelves into the Hearts of the young 
and fimple, the weak and credulouus, is 
inconſiſtent and abſurd. 

The great Defire of ſeeing their Schools 
flouriſh is certainly a commendable Am- 
bition, in thoſe who have the Care and 
Superintendency over them; and when 
they proſecute that End by direct and in- 
genuous Means, the more they increaſe 
their Funds, the greater Thanks they de- 
ſerve both of the Poor and of the Public, 
for that Work and Labour of Love. 

It muſt alſo be confeſſed that a Metho- 
diſt - Preacher generally produces them 
the moſt copious Collections. But why ? 

Becauſe 
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Becauſe he is ſure to draw a numerous 
Crowd of enthufiaſtical Followers after 
him, who are willing to give liberally, 
(and many of them doubtleſs beyond their 
Abilities) for his Credit, and for the 
Good of the Faction; that it may appear 
to the Ignorant or Superſtitious, as if the 
rich Harveſt produced was ſolely owe- 
ing to the Efficacy of his Preaching, or 
to the Power of the Holy Ghoſt accom- 
panying it, and in an extraordinary Man- 
ner opening the Hearts of his Hearers ; 
and that thence his Fame may be trum- 
peted thro' every Pariſh, and pave the 


way for him into every Pulpit. So that 
the retaining ſuch Preachers on ſuch Oc- 


caſions, tho' it may be a private, pecu- 
niary Benefit, is nevertheleſs a public and 
peſtilential Injury, if the ſpreading of 
Methodiſm be ſo, which none but a Me- 
bodiſt can doubt: ſince it is the unhappy 
Means of introducing thoſe falſe Brethren, 
or Heads of that Se& into many of our 
Churches, into which probably they 
might otherwife never haye found an En- 

trance, 
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trance, nor, I hope, ever would again, 
did they who have hitherto inadvertently 
given them that Encouragement, ſeriouſly 
conſider the pernicious Conſequences ariſ- 
ing from it. 

But now tho' Charity Schools, or rather 
Charity Sermons, are frequently (as hath 
been obſerved) the Cauſe of the Error I 
have been animadverting upon, yet are 
they not the neceſſary Cauſe, nor are the 
Governors, or Truſtees of thoſe Schools 
ſo much Principals, as Acceſſories in it. 
They are indeed the firſt Movers; they 
take one ſingle Step, and that a falſe one, 
but they can proceed no further. They 
do appoint the Preacher, but it 1s in the 
Power of the Rector, or Incumbent of 
every Pariſh, either to confirm, or annul 
ſuch Appointment. And if we find that 
their Zeal hath miſled them in their 
choice, it becomes us to check its Impe- 
tuoſity, and to endeavour to bring it back 
into its right Courſe. And when this hath 
been done with due Temper, fair Re- 
monſtrances, and kind Expoſtulations, 

they 
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they cannot take it amiſs, if at their Im- 
portunity, we ſhould not think proper to 
proſtitute our Pulpits. 

But it is not enough that we endeavour 
to keep theſe clear from ſuch only whom 
we know to be Methodiſt-Preachers, or 
who by their Writings have given public 
Proof of their Principles, but we ſhould 
ſhut out thoſe alſo who bear that general 
Character, tho' they may not have ex- 
hibited to the World the ſame Evidence 
of their deſerving it. For tho' common 
Fame is not a ſufficient Plea for our Cen- 
ſure, it is for our Caution. And if upon 
that Ground only we refuſe any one our 
Pulpits, he hath no juſt Reaſon to com- 
plain. If the Imputation is deſerved, 
there can be no Pretence for his Com- 
plaint ; if wndeſerved, no Difficulty in his 
removing it. Beſides, it is poſſible he 
might not be aware of his lying under 
ſuch an Imputation ; and then he muſt 
count vs his Friends, if by out refuſing 
him the Pulpit, he becomes ſenſible of it, 

which 
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.which is the firſt Step towards his freeing 
Himſelf from it. 

I am not ignorant upon what weak 
and flender Grounds a Suſpicion of that 
ſort is apt to be founded. Sometimes a 
Preacher unhappily incurs it by his Voice, 
Manner, Geſtures, Pronunciation, nay, 
even by his very Countenance.— Some- 
times by the Pathos of his Stile, and the 
Vehemency of his Addreſs. Sometimes 
by his being miſunderſtood by his leſs at- 
tentive, or diſtinguiſhing Hearers: In all 
ſuch Caſes, the Suſpicion is trifling and 
groundleſs, and brought upon him by the 
Envy, or Ignorance of others. 

But then ſometimes again, he brings 
it upon himſelf; as by heaping Scripture 
upon Scripture, either foreign to his Sub- 
ject, or unconnected with his Matter; 
by a ſtudied and more frequent Repe- 
tition, or hackneyed uſe of the adorable 
Name of Jeſus, than is either prudent, or 
decent; by being fond of rapturous Ex- 
preſſions, and high Flights of Piety, 


ſoaring 
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foaring quite beyond the Regions of Rea- 
ſon and common Senſe; and eſpecially 
by adopting and making uſe of thoſe 
quaint and affected Terms and Phraſes, 
which are peculiar to the Methodiſt- 
Preachers: Here then our Apprehenfion 
of his being one himſelf, hath no bad 
Foundation. 

It is remarked in the Preface of an + 
Occaſional Diſcourſe lately publiſhed, 
that © there is a ſort of People, who think 
it ſufficient to decry a good Man, or 
© a good Work, if they brand it with 
the Name of Methodr/t,” I am not ac- 
quainted with this ſort of People, but if 
there be any ſuch, I do agree with the 
Author, that they therein behave inju- 
diciouſly and abſurdly; nay, I ſhould 
think them worthy of a much ſharper 
and ſeverer Reprimand ; and yet was I 
to hear a Preacher deſcribing the Pity 
and Compaſſion of our bleſſed Saviour, 


+ A Sermon lately preached by the Reverend Mr. 
Dodd, at St. Lawrence Jewry. 
by 


696) 
by the * Nearnings of Immanuel's Bowels, 
or inviting and entreating the Guilty fo 
accept of Pardon; I muſt own I ſhould, 
from ſuch conceited Expreſſions, be in- 
duced to believe him a Methodiſt, unleſs 
I had very ſtrong Reaſons to the con- 
trary: and this not with an Inclination 
to decry a good Man, but to diſcourage a 
bad thing. Or again, was I to hear ano- 
ther magnifying the Power of Chriſt in 
the Deſtruction of Sin and Satan, by 
giving him the quaint Title of the In- 
mortal Bruiſer ; I ſhould form the fame 
Judgment of him likewiſe. But ſhould I 
find the ſame Perſon afterwards ſ uggeſting, 
that + Methodiſm is à weak, wild, and 
Blaſphemous Scheme; and that they who 
lead Men to hope for Pardon without Peni- 
tence, and to depend on an Enthufiaſiic 
Faith without Fruits, or a Righteouſneſs 
dit bout Works ; lead Men to depend on that 


* See a weak and ſcurrilous Pamphlet, intituled, 
Plain Queries, humbly offer'd to the Clergy, p. 34- 
+ See Preface and Sermon mentioned before. 


which 


1 

avhich hath no Exiſtence, and to deceive 
themſelves with a Deluſion, which is of all 
others the moſt dangerous, I ſhould then 
be ready and glad to change my Opinion 
of him, and to conclude, that if ever he 


@vas a Methodiſt, he is not one now, but 


that this amounts to a full and proper 
Recantation, 

Which Satisfaction we ought to re- 
quire of all reputed Methodiſts, before 
we truſt that they are not ſo; we ſhould 
be ſatisfied, either that they never be- 
longed to. that Fraternity, or that they 
have renounced. it. — We are not to look 
upon it as ſuffictent, that they diſclaim 
the Imputation, for that is what they all 


do; diſavow the Name, at the ſame time 
that they adhere to the Thing; in like 


33 
Manner as § one of the moſt popular 


Preachers amongſt them, ſucers at thoſe 
who ſuſpect him of being enthufiaſtical, ' 
in a Diſcourſe, which from one End to 
the other is ſtuffed with Enthufiaſm.-— 

8 The Reverend Mr. Romaine in his Diſcourſe, 


intituled, the Parable of the Dry Bones, &c. 
(z Neither 
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Neither is it ſufficient that they do not in- 
variably preach the ſame weak, wild, and 
blaſphemous Doctrines; that all their Diſ- 
courſes do not carry in their Foreheads 
the ſame deep Marks of Methodiſm; or 
that ſome of them, upon Occaſion, are 
decent and orderly, or at leaſt, ſtripp'd 
of every thing offenſive, or obnoxious 
for the falſe as well as the true Apoſtle 
knows how to become all things to all Men, 
or, being crafty to catch them with Guile. 
But we ought to be well aſſured, that 
the Tenor of their Preaching hath been 
ſound and right, or free from the Errors 
of the Methodiſts ; or if they had been 
unhappily drawn into them, we ſhould 
have ſome public Teſtimony of their 
having forſaken them (for which that a 
little before-mentioned is a very good 
Precedent) before we oblige them with 
the Uſe of our Pulpits. | 

From which (I muſt but barely hint) 
it is requiſite, as a further Caution, that 
we exclude all Strangers, except ſuch as 
are recommended by thoſe we can depend 


4. | upon, 
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upon, both for the Lawfulneſs of their 
Ordination, and the Soundneſs of their 
Principles. Without this Guard, they 
would be liable to be annoyed, not only 
by Heterodox Preachers, but alſo by 
others, who have no Authority to preach 
at all: Of the latter have been many 
ſcandalous Inſtances; of the former we 
may now reaſonably expect a great many 
more, if we neglect to uſe our utmoſt 
Care and Circumſpection, in order to 
prevent it. 

There 1s one other Caſe which belongs 
to that Branch of my Diſcourſe, now un- 
der Conſideration, and which is as wor- 


thy our particular Attention, as any that 
hath yet employed it, 

Have we not, it may be aſked, ſeveral 
Methodiſt-Preachers among us, who are 
authorized, or licenſed by the higher 
Powers; how theretore are we to keep 
ſuch out of our Pulpits? I anſwer, of 
theſe alas! we have too many. Some, 
who diſguiſed, or concealed their Prin- 
ciples, at the time when they obtained 


theic 
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their Licence; and others, who have 
changed them fince. But then the Pri- 
vilege thence derived, is a very ſhort and 
limited one, reaches not beyond thoſe 
particular Churches to which they are 
nominated or appointed; and therefore 
it lies upon us not to permit them to 
ſcatter their Poiſon in any other, but to 
confine them ſtrictly within their own 
Bounds. So far the Remedy for this fore 
Evil is in our own Hands. 

It is an Expreſſion of our Duty and 
Obedience to our Eccleſiaſtical Rulers, 
not to oppoſe the Power they have given 
them, but to fit down content till they, 
in their Wiſdom, ſhall judge it proper to 
revoke, or ſuperſede it themſelves : But 
methinks it is an Argument of our Weak- 
neis, or of ſomething for which that ve- 
nerable Bench will ſcarcely thank us to 
extend that Power further than they 
themiclves have done. And tho' (doubt- 
leſs for good and wiſe Reaſons) they have 
not as yet interpoſed their Authority for 
ſilencing ſuch Preachers; yet I am per- 

| ſuaded 
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ſuaded they would not be offended, if we 
exerted ours, for keeping them out of our 
Pulpits. However, this the Care of our 
Flocks requires of us. 

Fifthly and laſtly, It is alſo requiſite, 
that in our weekly Diſcourſes, as occa- 
fion ſerves, we endeavour to place the 
wild and whimſical Notions of thoſe 
new Goſpel-Preachers, in a true and 
proper Light: That we expoſe the ma- 
ny pious Frauds and Artifices, by which 
they inceſſantly labour to ſeduce the ig- 
norant and unwary, and to beguile un- 
{table ſouls: — That we point out the per- 
nicious Tendency of their Errors, both to 
Church and State: — That we ſhew that 
the Abettors of them are cloſe Friends 
to the Church of Rome, by harmonizing 
or agreeing with her in almeſt every 
thing, except the Doctrine of Merit :— 
That they are no leſs kind to the Cauſe 
of Infidelity, by making the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion a mere Creature of the Imagination 
a light and airy Phantom, which one 
ſingle Breath of the moſt illiterate Free- 


thinker 
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thinker can eaſily demoliſh :——That they 
cut up Chriſtianity by the Roots, by in- 
ſinuating that a good Life is not neceſ- 
ſary to Juſtification ; and under a Pre- 
tence of ſetting a higher Value upon 
Chriſt's propitiatory Sacrifice, fruſtrating 
and diſappointing, as far as in them lies, 
the very End for which he died ; which- 
was, that by Faith in him, and living up 
to his holy Rules and Precepts, we might 
become meet to be Partakers of his ever- 
laſting Kingdom: That they are 
Enemies, not only to the Chriſtian, but 
alſo to every Religion whatſoever, in which 
Reaſon or common Senſe hath any ſhare, 
by labouring to ſubvert, or overturn the 
whole Syſtem of Morality, by ſpeaking 
contemptuouſly of all the relative and re- 
ciprocal Duties of ſocial Life, and by 
erecting a proud and enthuſiaſtic Faith 
upon the Ruins of practical Holineſs and 
Virtue :—- And conſequently that they 
muſt be Enemies to Society, by thus ſeek- 
ing to diſſolve thoſe Bands, or Ligaments, 
by which it is united and knit together. 


Such 


1 

Such are the means which to me ſeem 
proper and neceſſary to be uſed by every 
vigilant and careful Shepherd, for pre- 
ſerving his Flock from the Perils, which 
at this time more immediately threaten 
them. 

And now as a further Teſtimony how 
much this is our Duty, I will give you a 
Quotation from a favourite Author of the 
. Methodiſts, tho' not to much their Friend 
as they imagine. If Satan deſtroy Men's 
© Souls, he {hall anſwer for them as a 
Murderer only, not as an Officer in- 
truſted with the Care of them; but if 
the Watchman doth not warn, if the 
Shepherd doth not feed, if the Prophet 
doth not inſtru, if the Steward doth 
not provide, he ſhall anſwer not only 
for the Souls that have miſcarried, but 
alſo for an Office neglected, for a Talent 
* hidden, and for a Stewardſhip unfaith- 
fully adminiſtered,” Under whichſoever 
of theſe Characters we are conſidered, I 


A 


* 


A 


do not ſee how we can be acquitted, if 
we do not employ all our Skill, and exert 
all 


6104) 

all our Power, for ſtopping the ſpread- 
ing Infection of that religious Enthuſiaſm, 
which now prevail, amongſt us, and will, 
it is to be feared, be more and more pre- 
valent, if not oppoſed, at leaſt, from the 
Pulpit, the Place from whence it chiefly 
ſprings. Jo 

Here, methinks, we might learn from 
our Adverſaries to lift up our Voices and 
ſpare not, and to ſound the Goſpel- 
Trumpet to borrow one of their Phraſes) 
oftener and louder than we generally do, 
Which tho” from or Mouths might not 
perhaps give ſo /71//, would I'm ſure (as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks) give a more certain 
or intelligible Sound than it doth from 
theirs, As to mere Sound, with all its 
marvellous Operations, we are not aſham- 
ed to own their great Superiority. By 


this alone they are able to perform ſuch 
Exploits as we juſtly ſtand amazed at. By 
this alone they can raiſe a Tempeſt in that 
| Breaſt, in which we cannot rouſe a Sigh, 
and make thoſe Eyes flow over; from 
which we cannot diaw a Tear, 


But 
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But tho' we ſubmit to them in the ma- 
gical Force and Influence of Sound, and 
many other the like wonderful Gifts and 
Endowments, yet one Advantage we have 
over them (a very contemptible one, it's 
true, in their Eyes) and that is Reaſon. 
For want therefore of other and ſuperior 
Powers, we ſhould make the beſt uſe we 
can of this; and as we have no Preten- 
ſions to Art, try what we can do by 
Argument: hoping for that Blefling 
upon our weak Endeavours, whilſt we 
are applying to the Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding of our Hearers, which they bold- 
ly preſume upon, when only courting 
the blind Paſſions and Prejudices of hezrs. 

Reaſon indeed cannot be ſuppoſed to 
do much with an Enthuſiaſt, whoſe firſt 
Principle it is to have nothing to do with 
Reaſon, but to reſolve all his religious 
Opinions, or Notions, however erroneous 
and extravagant, into immediate Inſpira- 


tion. But with others it will, more or 


leſs, have its Effect. However, be 
our Succeſs what it will, Endeavours are 
H our 


— = 
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i our Duty; which we cannot neglect with- 
WP out diſobeying the Apoſtle's Injunction, 
N lo take heed unto our Flocks, that they be 
not ſcattered by thoſe grievous Wolves 
sobich have entered in among us, or ſedu- 
| ced by theſe falſe Brethren, who have aroſe 


= from us, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw 
| away Diſciples after them. 
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HE Firſt Volume, humbly intended 
as a Preſervative againſt the ſpread- 
ing Infection of Religious Enthuſiaſm, 

To which End, the true Nature and 
Meaning of Preaching Chriſt, and the ſeve- 
ral Doctrines of Free-Grace—Original Sin 
Repentance Faith Juſtification The 
new Birth Union with Chriſt The In- 
dwelling of the Spirit and other Points, 
connected with Man's Fall and Recovery, 
will be ſet in a proper and Scriptural Light. 

Fram 


From whence it will appear, that thoſe 
popular Deelaimers, who affect to be thought 
the only Goſpel-Preachers, have the leaſt 
Right to that CharaQer:— That their Cla- 
mours and InveRives againſt the reſt of the 
Clergy, with reſpect to the above Doctrines, 
are falſe and invidious: — That their own No- 
tions of them are weak and groundleſs ; and 
their manner of treating them, enthuſiaſti- 
cal and dangerous; tending to root every 


moral Virtue out of the Heart, and true 
Chriſtianity out of the World. 


The Second Volume will conſiſt of various 
Subjects. 


The Price to Subſcribers (whoſe Names 
will be prefixed) is Half a Guinea in Sheets, 
Five Shillings to be paid at the Time of Sub- 
{cribing, and the Remainder on the Delivery 
of the Books. 


The Work will be put to the Preſs as ſoon 
as the Number of Copies can be aſcertained, 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by Mr. RIVIN GH oN 


in St. Paul's Church- yard. 
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